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Early	years

Travellers	through	Bermondsey	all	know	St

James’	Church	as	a	landmark	-	by	road,	rail	and

from	the	air,	the	dragon	on	the	steeple	rides

calmly	amid	the	tower	blocks	and	acres	of

housing	estates.

	

Before	1829,	when	the	church	was	consecrated,

the	only	church	in	the	whole	of	Bermondsey	was

the	parish	church	of	St	Mary	Magdalen,	at	the	end

of	Bermondsey	Street.	In	1724	at	the	Bishop's

Visitation,	it	was	recorded	“In	Bermondsey	there

are	9,000	people”.	The	only	houses	were	along

Bermondsey	Wall,	which	was	part	of	the	only

road	or	highway	from	the	City	out	into	Kent.	Here

wealthy	merchants	had	magnificent	houses.	The

first	streets	in	our	Parish	were	Salisbury	Street

and	Janeway	Street.

Here	a	rich	West	India	Merchant	built	a	house	and

called	it	Jamaica	House,	after	the	island	from

which	his	fortune	was	derived.	By	1710	there

were	enough	poor	people	living	here	for	it	to	be

necessary	to	provide	a	workhouse	for	50	people.	

	

In	the	18th	century	rope	makers	settled	here	and

in	Bevington	Street,	Farncombe	Street	and	New

Church	Street	(later	called	Llewelyn	Street)

ropewalks	were	established	and	houses	sprang	up

so	that	it	became	necessary	to	build	a	new	road,

named	Jamaica	Road.	Between	1825	and	1830

our	end	of	Abbey	Street	and	a	few	houses	along

the	line	of	Spa	Road	were	built.	In	Jamaica	Road,

only	the	south	side	was	inhabited	in	large	houses

with	a	view	from	back	windows	over	open

country.	As	late	as	1870/80	there	was	a	farm

opposite	my	family	house	in	Tranton	Road.

	

After	the	Battle	of	Waterloo,	an	Act	of	Parliament

was	passed	in	1818	to	raise	a	million	pounds	as	a

national	thank-offering	for	peace,	and	as	a

memorial	to	the	soldiers	who	had	fallen.	South

London	secured	seven	of	the	so-called	‘Waterloo

Churches’	which	it	was	decided	to	build	with	the

money.	Through	the	persistence	of	a	group	of

Bermondsey	churchmen,	the	needs	of	our	area

were	pressed,	and	in	1821	they	bought	the	land

which	forms	our	churchyard	and	secured	a

generous	grant	from	the	Commissioners	of	the

Fund.

	

The	Chairman	of	the	Committee	was	William

Nottidge,	a	wool-stapler;	with	him	were	two

brothers,	William	George	and	Richard	King

Watts,	tanners;	John	Harcourt,	Thomas	Keeton

and	Martin	Carter,	all	builders,	Robert	Rich,	who

commanded	the	Bermondsey	Volunteers	and	Dr

William	Harrison,	one	of	the	two	Chaplains	of	St

Saviour’s,	Southwark	(now	Southwark

Cathedral).	Then	came	6	years	delay.	The

Committee	wanted	a	tower	and	a	spire	but	there



	2	

was	not	enough	money.	They	devised	a	scheme	to

build	a	crypt	under	the	church	in	which	bodies

could	be	buried;	this	would	provide	a	steady

income.	On	this	security	the	trustees	received

permission,	by	Act	of	Parliament,	to	raise	£3,000.	

	

With	a	liberal	grant	on	the	part	of	the	parishioners

and	the	gift	of	the	Commissioners,	the	contract

for	the	building	of	the	church	for	£21,412.19.5

was	signed	and	the	first	stone	laid	on	21st

February,	1827.	Dr	Sumner,	Bishop	of

Winchester,	consecrated	the	church	on	7th	May,

1829.	“The	building	will	hold	2,000	persons,	of

whom	1,200	are	accommodated	in	free	seats”.

But	the	spire	(copied	from	Wren’s	at	St	Stephen‘s,

Walbrook)	cost	£2,300	more,	so	in	1831	a	new

Act	of	Parliament	had	to	be	passed	to	borrow	this

further	sum.	By	1840	the	last	loan	had	been

repaid	and	the	church	was	free	of	debt.

	

James	Savage,	the	architect,	modelled	the	church

on	that	of	Greek	Temples	with	galleries	round

three	sides	and	the	organ	in	the	west.	Competent

authorities	declare	that	St	James’	Church	is	the

finest	church	built	by	the	Waterloo	Churches

Commissioners.	The	lectern	and	pulpit	were	very

high	to	keep	the	minister	in	touch	with	the

galleries.	A	glorious	peal	of	10	bells	was	cast	by

the	famous	foundry	of	Mears	of	Whitechapel,

according	to	some	(but	probably	not	correct)	from

cannon	left	behind	by	Napoleon	at	Waterloo.	A

four-faced	striking	clock,	costing	£160,	was	put	in

the	tower.	The	Organ	was	built	by	J.C.	Bishop.

Gifts	of	silver	Communion	vessels	were	received

from	some	of	the	original	members	of	the

Committee	whose	energies	resulted	in	the

building	of	the	church,	and	the	Clock	in	the	West

Gallery	was	given	by	J.T.	Martin.

	

We	have	now	seen	how,	at	last,	our	church	was

built.	It	was	dedicated	to	St	James	but	everyone

called	it	Bermondsey	New	Church.	One	old	print

shows	a	stream	of	landaus,	broughams	and

barouches	depositing	at	the	door	crinolined	ladies

and	frock-coated	gentlemen,	for	those	were	days

when	wealthy	merchants	still	lived	in	Grange

Road	and	Jamaica	Road.

	

All	that	was	now	needed	was	a	clergyman	and	the

Rector	of	Bermondsey	appointed	John	Evans.	He

was	only	25	years	of	age	and	had	been	ordained

barely	two	years.	As	well	as	taking	charge	of	this

enormous	new	London	church,	the	Bishop	made

him	Deputy	Commissionary	for	Surrey	and	Judge

of	the	Commissionary	Court.	In	1840	he	left	to

become	Chief	Secretary	of	the	Society	for

Promoting	Christian	Knowledge	and	in	1869	he

was	made	Prebendary	of	St	Paul’s	Cathedral.

	

Meanwhile	in	1834	work	began	on	London’s	first

suburban	railway,	the	line	from	London	Bridge	to

Greenwich.	The	whole	appearance	of	the

neighbourhood	was	altered	by	this	overhead

monster	towering	aloft	on	its	1,000	arches.	The

section	between	Deptford	and	Spa	Road	opened

first	and	was	thus	the	first	railway	terminus	in

London.	A	print	(published	by	the	London
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Borough	of	Southwark)	shows	that	much	of

Bermondsey	remained	a	rural	area	well	into	the

19th	century.

	

In	1840	the	next	clergyman	appointed	was	Henry

Mackenzie.	In	July	1840	a	particular	district	was

assigned	to	St	James'	and	Mackenzie	was	no

longer	a	Curate	to	the	Rector	of	Bermondsey	but

had	his	own	Parish,	subject	to	the	control	of	the

Rector.	Its	boundaries	were	to	be	the	River	on	the

North,	Rotherhithe	on	the	East,	Camberwell	on

the	South	and	in	the	West	a	line	running	down	the

middle	of	Upper	Grange	Road	(now	Dunton

Road),	Grange	Road,	Spa	Road,	Neckinger	and

thence	to	St	Saviour's	Dock.	The	population	was

stated	to	be	12,393.	Soon	after	coming	to	St

James'	his	young	wife	died.	There	is	a	memorial

tablet	in	the	chancel.

	

He	built	our	church	school	and	in	1841	it	was

opened	by	Samuel	Wilberforce,	Archdeacon	of

Surrey.	Mackenzie's	aim	was	to	build	a	school	for

the	working	classes,	at	which	the	fee	would	not	be

more	than	four	pence	a	week.	He	secured	the	site

opposite	the	church,	and	spent	£2,200	on	the

building.	The	school	opened	in	1841	and	in	a	few

weeks	had	more	than	500	pupils.	School	boards

and	compulsory	school	attendance	did	not	come

until	1870.

	

Finding	that	the	poorest	of	his	parishioners	fought

shy	of	the	large	church	with	its	well-dressed

congregation,	Mackenzie	took	a	chapel	in	East

Lane,	which	the	Roman	Catholics	had	vacated,

and	started	a	mission	service	there,	at	which	the

average	attendance	was	over	200.	He	also	formed

a	District	Visiting	Society	with	nineteen	lady

visitors,	by	whom	every	house	was	visited

regularly.	He	secured	the	help	of	an	Assistant

Curate,	Edward	Trevelyan	Smith,	but	in	1844

Mackenzie	was	called	away	to	be	Vicar	of	Great

Yarmouth.	Later	he	became	Bishop	of

Nottingham.	He	was	only	four	years	in

Bermondsey,	but	no	incumbent	ever	did	so	much

in	so	short	a	time.

	

Richard	Prickett	became	Vicar.	He	was	only

here	for	two	years	but	it	was	at	this	time	that	the

great	Picture	of	the	Ascension	became	a	focal

point	of	the	Church.	One	of	the	founders	of	the

Church,	John	Harcourt,	died	in	1844,	and	left

£500	for	the	purchase	of	a	painting	of	the

Ascension	to	be	placed	over	the	Communion

Table	of	St	James'	Church,	Bermondsey.

Following	a	national	competition	advertised	in

The	Times,	an	unknown	artist	John	Wood,	was	the

winner	and	his	painting	was	installed	in	1846.

	

In	1846	the	new	Vicar	was	William	Norval,	a

brilliant	Irishman.	Two	events	are	noted	during

his	incumbency:	the	formation	of	the	first

daughter	church	(Christ	Church,	Bermondsey,

built	1848)	and	the	coming	of	cholera.	Both	were

concerned	with	the	Dockhead	slum	area.		Robert

Marshall	Martin	(1816-1894)	was	appointed	by

the	Ecclesiastical	Commission	to	take	charge	of

this	district.	His	ministry	was	for	thirty	years	and

he	became	one	of	the	leading	figures	in

Bermondsey.

	

The	other	noteworthy	event	was	the	cholera

epidemic.	Asiatic	cholera	was	unknown	in

England	until	1832,	when	it	swept	across	Europe,

and	found	in	our	streets	just	the	conditions	that	it

loved.	The	tidal	streams	that	had	drained	the

marsh	remained	as	open	sewers,	and	this	was	the

only	water	that	the	inhabitants	had	to	drink.	A

third	of	the	cholera	deaths	in	London	were	in	our

Parish,	and	among	the	victims	was	William

Harrison,	one	of	the	founders	of	our	Church.
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When	the	frost	came	the	disease	died	away	but

nothing	was	done	to	prevent	its	recurrence.	In

1849	it	returned,	spreading	through	the	whole

district.	Thomas	Miller,	a	Victorian	diarist,	wrote

of	our	church	bell	"All	day	that	sullen	bell	was

tolling.	Often	the	mourners	when	they	returned

home,	found	another	victim	ready	to	be	borne	to

the	grave.	In	some	houses	all	died.”

	

Bermondsey	grew	panic	stricken.	Charles

Kingsley	wrote	"The	sins	that	cause	cholera	are

the	sins	of	open	sewers.	To	repent	of	these	will

cost	money	but	it	must	be	done".	The	authorities

had	to	move.	The	Metropolitan	Board	of	Works

was	created	and,	with	new	sewers	and	a	clean

water	supply,	cholera	disappeared.

	

Before	Norval	resigned	in	1851	the	first	Religious

Census	was	taken.	On	Sunday	March	30th,	1851,

in	Bermondsey	as	a	whole,	the	three	Church	of

England	Churches	had	in	the	morning	2,350

worshippers	and	2,450	in	the	evenings.	Those

who	did	go	to	church	almost	all	went	twice.

	

Dark	days

In	1851	dark	days	for	St	James'	commenced.

William	Norval's	health	failed	and	the	Bishop

arranged	for	him	to	exchange	parishes	with

Richard	Neate	Duguid	Brown,	Rector	of	a	small

country	parish	near	Hitchin	in	Hertfordshire.	"His

sermons	were	good	and	clearly	defined	in	highly

polished	language"	says	a	writer	of	the	time,	but,

unfortunately,	he	drank.	Month	by	month	the

congregation	dwindled.	Pew	rents,	which	the	year

before	he	came	amounted	to	£435.12.5	sank	until

they	produced	only	£12	a	year.	There	were	by

then	no	Churchwardens	and	no	teachers	for	the

Sunday	school.	At	this	time,	1868,	an	Act	of

Parliament	abolishing	the	compulsory	Church

Rate,	was	passed.	Until	this	date	church	buildings

were	the	property	of	the	Vestry	of	the	Parish,

which	paid	and	controlled	expenses	for	heating,

cleaning,	lighting,	repairs,	etc.	out	of	the	Church

Rate,	just	as	were	Poor	Rates	and	Road	Rates.

Without	the	Church	Rate	the	"miserable	little

congregation"	of	St	James'	was	in	real	trouble,

and	all	the	staff	such	as	sexton,	organist,	bell-

ringers,	churchyard	keepers	and	even	the	4	pew-

openers	were	discharged.

	

Meanwhile	the	population	of	the	Parish	was

growing	by	leaps	and	bounds	and	by	1874	almost

every	street	which	is	marked	on	a	map	of	the

early	20th	century	was	inhabited.

	

Nonconformity	was	vigorously	providing	for	the

new	inhabitants.	As	well	as	the	two	old	Chapels,

Janeway	(rebuilt	later	by	Rose)	and	Ebenezer,	the

Gospel	Mission	was	started	in	1863	by	Mr	W.

Ryall.	The	Baptist	Church	in	Drummond	Road

was	founded	in	1866.	The	Methodist	Manor

Chapel	in	1869.	The	Church	authorities	were	also

moving	and	a	new	parish,	south	of	Southwark

Park	Road	was	formed	in	1865.	Joseph	Thornton

Wilkinson	was	sent	to	start	work	there.	Starting

with	a	congregation	of	6	at	an	open-air	meeting

he	soon	had	an	'iron	church'	which	was	crowded.

In	1869	the	site	of	St	Anne's	Church	in	Thorburn

Square	was	secured	and	the	church	consecrated

on	20th	July,	1870.	Wilkinson	ministered	there

until	his	death	in	1889.

	

In	1870	the	local	paper	published	an	outspoken

protest	as	to	the	state	of	affairs	at	St	James'.	One

Sunday	there	was	no	Service	owing	to	the

indisposition	of	the	Vicar	and	the	scanty

congregation	went	to	Christ	Church.	Although

unable	to	get	rid	of	Duguid	Brown	the	Church

authorities	persuaded	him	to	depart	on	indefinite

leave	of	absence	and	a	Curate,	J.	Cave	Brown,	an
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elderly	man,	took	charge.	Empty	pews	soon

began	to	fill	and	after	a	year	a	younger	man,	son

of	the	Archdeacon	of	Winchester,	was	sent,	also

as	a	Curate.	He	had	a	year	and	in	1872	his	place

was	taken	by	Pitt	Cobbett,	a	very	energetic	Curate

from	St	Jude's,	Peckham.	He	started	a	surpliced

choir	and	a	Parish	Magazine,	a	Flower	Show,	his

Sunday	Schools	contained	1,100	children	and	he

held	the	first	Harvest	Festival	ever	known	in

Bermondsey.	In	1873	the	Day	Schools	were

enlarged.

	

New	life	and	growth

Steps	were	now	taken	to	form	two	more	daughter

churches,	which	we	know	at	St	Crispin’s	and	St

Augustine’s.	In	1874	Duguid	Brown,	the	absentee

Vicar,	was	persuaded	to	resign,	and	the	Rector	of

Bermondsey	found	a	new	Vicar,	Dr	William

Allan,	a	“militant	Protestant	of	inflexible

determination”.	He	was	then	Assistant	Secretary

of	the	Church	Missionary	Society.	His	first

sermon,	preached	in	a	black	gown,	was	“a	clarion

call	to	the	congregation	to	banish	all	Popish

errors”.	The	Cross	was	removed	from	the

Communion	Table.	The	surpliced	choir	was

disbanded.	Hymns	‘Ancient	and	Modern’	were

banished	and	all	copies	belonging	to	the	church

were	ceremonially	burned	in	the	churchyard.

Instead	they	used	Kemble’s	Hymnbook.

	

These	changes	roused	strong	resentment.	Sunday

school	teachers	and	Choir	migrated	to	a	new

church	in	Albany	Road,	but	Allan	held	his	ground

and	turned	his	attention	to	the	two	daughter

churches	which	still	formed	part	of	his	parish.	He

found	the	ritual	excessive	and	in	spite	of	protests

from	both	congregations,	the	two	clergy	had	to

go.

	

Having	cleared	out	all	he	distrusted,	Allan	proved

a	most	efficient	and	faithful	Parish	Priest.	His	vast

parish	had	a	population	of	37,000,	and	he	set	to

work	to	complete	the	division	of	it.	In	1875	St

Crispin’s	Parish	was	formed	and	the	Church

consecrated	in	1880	with	the	Rev	William	Powell

as	its	first	Vicar.	This	church	was	destroyed	by

enemy	action	in	1941	and	rebuilt	after	the	war.

	

In	1878	the	parish	of	St	Augustine	was	definitely

separated,	the	first	part	of	the	new	church

consecrated	(it	was	completed	five	years	later)

and	the	Rev	William	James	Stobart	appointed	as

Vicar.	The	business	of	carving	out	a	third	parish

was	then	begun	and	in	1876	another	Iron	Church

was	put	up	in	Grange	Road.	In	1877	this	district,

St	Luke’s,	was	formally	separated	from	St	James’

and	St	James’	Parish	established,	as	it	still	is	in

1979,	apart	from	some	minor	changes	following

the	building	of	the	modern	Rouel	Road	

Estate.

	

Meanwhile	Dr	Allan’s	strong	personality	soon

gathered	round	him	a	large	and	devoted

following.	A	strong	choir	of	ladies	was	formed,

who	sat	in	the	West	Gallery.	In	1876	the	Parish

Room	was	built	at	a	cost	of	£600.	In	1878	it	was

reported	that	St	James	had	the	largest	Sunday

school	in	London.	In	1879	the	Church	was

repaired	and	redecorated	at	a	cost	of	£1,500.	It

became	clear	that	Dr	Allan	had	many	strong	and

attractive	personalities.	In	spite	of	his	rigid

Protestantism	he	was	a	firm	believer	in	the

Anglican	tradition	-	Lent	was	most	strictly

observed.

	

In	his	early	years	on	the	night	of	Shrove	Tuesday

he	held	a	Watch-Night	Service	after	which	all

communicants	were	expected	to	be	back	at

sunrise	on	Ash	Wednesday.	There	were	Lenten

Services	on	Wednesdays	and	Fridays	which	all
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were	expected	to	attend.	He	attached	great

importance	to	infant	baptism.	Several	times	every

year	he	organised	tremendous	sweeps	through	the

parish	to	gather	in	all	unbaptised	babies,	whom	he

publicly	baptised	after	the	2nd	Lesson	in	the

Sunday	Evening	Service.

	

On	the	first	Sunday	in	January,	1880	he	baptised

111	infants	and	every	few	months	it	seems	there

was	an	average	of	60	baptisms.	On	1st	January,

1882	he	baptised	105	children	between	the	ages

of	4	and	16	and	Allan	took	all	these	himself

without	the	help	of	his	Curates	and	the	details	are

entered	in	the	register	in	his	neat	handwriting.

	

When	burials	in	London	churchyards	were

stopped	by	Act	of	Parliament	during	the	time	of

Duguid	Brown’s	ministry,	the	churchyard	became

neglected	and	overgrown	until	it	deserved	the

name	of		St	James’	Jungle.	Dr	Allan	made	efforts

to	clear	it	one	of	his	first	tasks.	In	1884	the

Metropolitan	Public	Gardens	Association	was

formed	and	he	persuaded	Mrs	Nathaniel

Montefiore,	a	Jewish	lady,	to	generously

undertake	to	bear	the	entire	cost	of	clearing	and

laying	out	the	ground	in	memory	of	her	husband.

There	is	still	a	fountain	in	front	of	the	church

commemorating	the	formal	opening	on	29th	June,

1886.	The	Bermondsey	Vestry	finally	took	over

the	ground	in	1887	and	from	then	it	passed	to	the

Borough	Council.	Now	it	is	beautifully

maintained	by	the	London	Borough	of

Southwark.

	

Dr	Allan	continued	to	maintain	his	interest	in	the

Church	Missionary	Society.	Several	times,	when

crisis	arose	in	the	mission	field,	he	was	sent	out	to

solve	the	problem.	He	appears	to	have	spent

several	periods	of	5	months	out	of	the	country	in

West	Africa,	Lagos	and	Syria,	and	the	work	of	the

Parish	seems	not	to	have	suffered.	Overeseas

clergymen	visiting	England	were	often	invited	to

preach	at	St	James'.	The	missionary	interest	of	the

congregation	became	very	real.	By	1887	twelve

of	the	Sunday	school	teachers	had	volunteered	for

overseas	service	and	were	at	work	in	Africa,

South	America	and	Damascus.	Three	Lay	Readers

also	went	abroad.	When	Allan	resigned	after	18

years	he	was	able	to	report	that	during	his	time	St

James'	had	sent	£1,735	to	the	CMS.

	

We	now	come	to	the	establishing	of	the	St	James'

Mission	Halls.	Very	few	people	from	the

Llewelyn	Street	neighbourhood	ever	came	to

church.	Dr	Allan	first	hired	a	small	building	and

adjoining	cottage	in	Llewelyn	Street,	previously

used	as	a	private	school,	and	established	two

Mildmay	Deaconesses	there	who	held	classes	and

meetings.	In	1876	they	were	joined	by	Mrs	Colby,

a	young	widow	who	stayed	there	doing	invaluable

service,	mainly	among	women	and	children,	for

33	years.	Sunday	Evening	Services	were	held	at	8

o'clock	and	I	remember	my	mother	going	after

Evening	Service	at	St	James'	to	play	the

harmonium	'at	the	Mission'.	In	1891	this	work

was	extended	by	building	Llewelyn	Hall.	Sir	John

Llewelyn	gave	£100	towards	its	erection	—	hence

the	name.

	

From	time	to	time	further	improvements	to	the

Church	were	added.	The	Eagle	lectern	was

acquired	in	1881.	It	was	carved	from	a	single

block	of	oak.	The	Organ	was	remodelled	and	the

clock	and	chimes	repaired	in	1886.

	

After	18	strenuous	years	Dr	Allan	confessed	to

being	somewhat	tired	and	he	was	offered	a	Parish

near	Lowestoft	with	1,600	people	instead	of

16,000	in	St	James'	Parish.	He,	who	had	been	the

best	hated	man	in	in	the	parish	when	he	arrived,
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left	in	1893	amid	the	general	regret	of	all.

	

Dr	Allan	was	succeeded	by	Ernest	Newton

Coulthard,	who	had	been	Metropolitan	Secretary

of	the	Church	Pastoral	Aid	Society	.	Unlike	Dr

Allan	he	was	by	nature	quiet,	gentle	and

conciliatory,	but	he	was	a	tremendous	worker.	He

gathered	a	large	staff	-	3	Lay	Readers,	9	ladies

and	3	Curates,	but	the	result	was	disappointing.

He	wrote	“We	meet	no	opposition	but	they	quietly

ignore	all	our	invitations”.	He	had	many

difficulties	with	Dr	Allan’s	congregation.	Some

walked	out	when	he	appeared	in	a	surplice	instead

of	the	black	Geneva	gown.	

	

Then	a	crisis	arose	in	the	Schools.	The	Sanitary

Inspector	issued	a	mandate	that	the	drains	must	be

re-laid	within	27	days.	At	the	same	time	the

Board	of	Education	threatened	to	close	the

Schools	unless	they	were	enlarged	and

extensively	reconditioned.	£1,000	had	to	be	found

and	by	a	tremendous	effort	Coulthard	succeeded

within	the	time	specified.	His	health	broke	down

and	he	was	ordered	to	Switzerland	for	3	month's

recuperation.	He	returned	and	in	January	1895	the

Black	Frost	began	and	lasted	59	days.	All	work	on

the	River	ceased.	Water	mains	were	frozen.	A

large	share	of	the	Relief	work	fell	on	the	Church.

Llewelyn	Hall	became	a	Soup	Kitchen.

	

Meanwhile	he	was	making	strenuous	efforts	to

win	non-churchgoers.	Open-Air	Meetings	were

held	in	the	churchyard	and	a	Sunday	Evening

Service	at	10pm	in	the	hope	that	some	who	had

been	out	for	the	day	might	like	to	meet	then	for

half	an	hour’s	worship.	In	1900	Charles	Booth

visited	Bermondsey	to	collect	material	for	“The

Life	and	Labour	of	the	People	in	London”.	He

found	only	100	people	at	St	James’	Morning

Service	and	200	in	the	evening.	He	wrote	that

“the	best	members	are	School	Board	Teachers

including	a	fair	proportion	of	men”.	Coulthard’s

earnestness	and	hard	work	gradually	won	round	a

nucleus	of	the	congregation	and	in	1900	a	great

restoration	of	the	building	was	undertaken.	The

old	box	pews	were	removed.	The	Chancel	Chairs

and	the	Brass	Ewer	for	the	Font	were	given	in

memory	of	Mr	James	Chadwick,	Mrs	Coulthard’s

father	who	lived	in	the	Vicarage	and	worked

devotedly	as	an	Honorary	Lay	Reader.

	

In	1897	one	of	the	landmarks	in	St	James’	history

was	set	up.	On	Christmas	Day	1897	Alexis	Street

Mission	Hall	was	dedicated.	The	success	of	this

effort	was	largely	due	to	James	Chadwick,	Mrs

Coulthard’s	father.	He	died	just	as	the	work	was

completed.	Of	St	James’	Mission	Halls,	for	much

of	the	time,	Alexis	Street	led	the	way.	The	lasting

success	of	the	work	was	due	to	Mr	David	T.

Chapman,	the	Lay	Reader,	who	came	to	St	James’

in	1909.	With	his	wife,	family	and	friends	and

fellow	workers	there	was	real	community	spirit	in

that	part	of	the	Parish,	and	this	was	felt

throughout	DTC.’s	life,	through	the	time	of	three

incumbents,	until	his	death	in	December,	1953.

	

Mr	Coulthard	laid	plans	before	1900	for	the

beautification	of	the	church.	It	was	estimated	that

it	would	cost	at	least	£2,000.	Oak	Choir	Stalls

were	presented	and	a	new	Pulpit	and	a	Side

Chapel	and	a	Baptistry	were	formed	under	the

North	and	South	galleries.	Electric	light	was

substituted	for	gas,	but	this	failed	in	the	middle	of

the	sermon	by	the	Bishop	of	Rochester	at	the

Service	in	1900	when	the	Church	was	reopened.

	

In	1899	the	London	Government	Act	made

Bermondsey	a	Metropolitan	Borough	and	in	1904

Mr	Coulthard	joined	the	Borough	Council	as	an

Independent	Councillor.	After	three	years	he
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confessed	“I	have	learnt	much	but	accomplished

little.”

	

In	1904	the	Diocese	of	Southwark	was	created

and	the	Church	of	St	Saviour’s	by	London	Bridge

became	Southwark	Cathedral,	with	Bishop	Talbot

as	its	first	Bishop.

	

Mr	Coulthard’s	ministry	began	and	ended	with

great	efforts	for	the	School.	In	1907	the	County

Council	made	fresh	demands	for	better	windows

and	other	improvements	which	cost	£500.	This

took	a	year	to	raise	and	no	sooner	was	the	work

completed	than	he	was	offered	and	accepted	the

suburban	Parish	of	St	Paul’s,	Winchmore	Hill.

	

The	Balleine	years

In	1908	a	new	era	dawned	for	St	James’.	George

Reginald	Balleine	(pictured	here	with	his	staff	in

1934)	became	Vicar	and	remained	for	30	years.	It

was	spoken	about	someone	else,	but	to	me	is

appropriate	of	him	-	“Here	was	someone	who

made	worship	meaningful	and	compelling.	He

knew	by	instinct	how	to	give	dignity	to	words	and

actions.	He	had	a	magnificent	voice	and	a	keen

sense	of	the	appropriateness	of	language”.

	

Born	in	1873	in	Jersey;	educated	at	Marlborough

College,	he	gained	an	honours	degree	in	History

at	Oxford.	He	was	ordained	in	St	Paul’s	Cathedral

in	1895.	He	chose	for	his	first	Curacy,	St	Mary’s

Church,	and	Whitechapel	(this	was	at	the	time	of

the	notorious	‘Jack	the	Ripper’	murders	in	that

area).	In	1904	he	became	Metropolitan	Secretary

of	the	Church	Pastoral	Aid	Society.

	

With	the	coming	of	G.R.B.	there	was	a	great

upsurge.	He	gathered	about	him	a	staff	of	about	a

dozen	-	Curates,	Lady	Workers	and	Lay	Readers

as	well	as	a	band	of	local	Sunday	School	teachers

and	Bible	Class	leaders.	To	quote	the	‘Musical

Times’	of	1.8.1909	-	“The	hardworking	Vicar	and

his	band	of	helpers	rise	superior	to	their

surroundings.	Here,	in	this	poor	riverside	parish,

music	is	the	handmaiden	of	religion.	A	surpliced

choir	of	men	and	boys	sits	in	the	chancel,	and	in

another	choir	in	the	West	Gallery	is	a	group	of

about	45	young	women.	Over	40	tune	books,	so

we	were	told,	provided	the	source	of	the	hymns,

in	an	effort	to	secure	the	best	melodies	for

vigorous	congregational	singing”.	Later,	so	many

children	wished	to	join	the	choir,	that	the	Vicar

had	several	pews	under	the	South	Gallery	turned

round	to	seat	the	Sunday	School	choir.	There

were	10	Sunday	Schools,	the	Church	Day	Schools

flourished,	Sunday	Services	were	well	attended

and	catered	for	groups	of	all	ages.	My	grandfather

attended	a	‘Men’s	Own’	on	Sunday	afternoon.

	

Then	in	1914	Curates,	Lay	Readers,	Choirmen

and	many	members	of	the	Young	Men’s	Bible
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Class	joined	the	Forces,	but	the	work	of	the

Church	went	on.	The	church	was	used	as	an	air-

raid	shelter.	Vegetables	grew	in	the	churchyard.

Soon	after	Armistice	Day	1918	I	became	one	of

the	first	Ranger	Guides	in	South	London.	St

James’	had	Guides	and	Brownies,	Scouts	and

Cubs	and	two	Bands	of	Hope.	There	were

meetings	for	adults	on	most	evenings	and	some

afternoons.

	

Work	at	the	three	Mission	Halls	-	Alexis	Street,

Llewelyn	Hall	and	the	Parish	Room,	was	largely

the	responsibility	of	the	Lay	Reader,	Mr	D.T.

Chapman,	and	the	two	Lady	Workers.	The	senior

of	these,	Miss	Hetty	King,	came	to	St	James’

early	in	G.R.B.’s	time	of	ministry	as	did	Mr

Chapman,	and	both	remained	until	after	the

Second	World	War.

	

From	early	in	his	ministry	G.R.B.	(pictured	right)

believed	that	one	should	have	‘novelties’,	as	he

called	them,	to	make	people	come	to	church.	He

wrote	and	produced	many	plays,	with	almost	the

entire	congregation	taking	part,	and	a	good

section	of	SE.	London	in	the	audience.	His	early

years	were	also	the	hey-day	of	the	electric	‘magic

lantern’.

	

So	famous	were	his	lectures	that	the	Chairman	of

a	well-known	publishing	house	employed	a

stenographer	to	take	down	verbatim	his	lantern

commentaries.	These	were	published	and	formed

the	basis	of	many	a	clergyman’s	Lenten

discourses.	He	was	also	the	author	of	a	large

number	of	Sunday	School	Lesson	Books,	some	of

which	were	reprinted	and	widely	used	even	in	the

1960s.	

	

The	Wednesday	evening	Lantern	Service	was

attended	by	hundreds	of	children,	and	one	of	our

present	members	remembers	joining	a	crowd	who

knocked	loudly	on	the	door	to	gain	early

admittance.	She	was	alarmed	when	the	door

opened	and	they	were	faced	by	a	‘GIANT’.	But

the	giant	was	greatly	loved	by	the	children	and	as

soon	as	he	appeared	in	the	street	or	churchyard	a

swarm	of	children	ran	to	cling	to	his	hands	and

coat.	He	had	one	daughter,	May,	who	grew	up

with	us,	and	later	became	the	much	loved

Almoner	at	St	Olave’s	Hospital.	She	married

Commander	Hansen	and	left	Bermondsey	during

the	War	(1939-45).

	

In	1966	in	the	Jersey	churches	Magazine,	one	of
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G.R.B.’s	old	choirboys,	Sam	Jakeways,	wrote

“There	was	always	the	Vicar’s	tremendous	sense

of	fun.	There	was	his	habit	of	doing	good,	but

always	by	stealth.	There	was	his	staunch,

uncompromising	stand	for	principles	he	held	dear

-	though	with	no	trace	of	pugnacity.	His	voice

carried	easily	to	every	corner	of	the	large	church

and	his	‘presence’	in	church	was	truly	majestic”.

	

In	the	1920s	the	Vicar	edited	a	new	type	of	Parish

Magazine:	a	monthly	issue	of	about	two	dozen

pages,	which	was	delivered	free	to	every	house	in

the	Parish.	Many	who	never	came	near	the	church

eagerly	read	and	discussed	it.

	

The	first	page	of	“Cheerio”	announced	“A	Church

exists	or	at	least	four	definite	objects:	(1)	to	bind

us	together	in	brotherhood,	(2)	to	proclaim

Christ’s	message,	(3)	to	provide	Opportunities	for

united	worship,	(4)	to	do	God’s	will.”

	

Also	in	the	1920s,	G.R.B.	joined	the	Bermondsey

Borough	Council	as	a	Christian	Socialist,	and

Bermondsey	respected	him	so	much	that	for	the

last	eleven	years	of	his	ministry	he	served	as	an

Alderman.	Among	the	congregation	there	were

differences	and	some	departed	to	worship	in

Bermondsey	Parish	Church.	The	members	of	the

Cambridge	University	Mission	were	among	those

who	departed.	However,	until	he	retired	in	1938,	a

very	staunch	and	loyal	body	of	church	members

supported	him	and	undertook	all	aspects	of	the

work	of	the	church.	It	was	the	secret	of	general

interest	that	so	many	had	their	part	to	play	-	from

the	young	boys	who	‘worked	the	lantern’	under

the	guidance	of	the	Curate,	the	Rev	Richard

Callendar,	to	choir	and	bell-ringers,	the	Guides

who	prepared	the	Baptistry	for	numerous

Christenings	and	the	women	who	polished	brass

and	furniture,	washed	surplices,	played	the

harmonium	at	mission	meetings	and	visited	all

sorts	and	conditions	of	local	people.

	

Among	old	church	papers,	I	found	a	hymn	sheet

for	‘Citizen	Sunday’.	This,	I	am	sure,	was	for	the

annual	Industrial	Sunday	Service.	In	July	1934

Bermondsey	Labour	Magazine	published	a

photograph	of	the	‘procession	with	banners’	of

Trades	Unionists,	Borough	Councillors,	headed

by	the	Mayor,	and	hundreds	of	Bermondsey

people	came	to	the	service	taken	by	G.R.B.	There

is	a	photograph	of	him	standing	on	the	church

steps	with	Dr.	Alfred	Salter,	M.P.,	four	L.C.C.

members	and	six	Borough	Councillors.

	

G.R.B	said	later	that	he	would	never	have	left	his

people	in	1938	had	he	dreamed	that	the	Second

World	War	would	have	materialised	twelve

months	later.	And	so	he	left,	as	he	thought,	his

Parish	peacefully	happy	for	many	years	to	come.

He	wife	and	daughter	remained	in	Bermondsey

whilst	he	was	in	‘Occupied’	Jersey.

	

St	James	in	wartime

William	Robert	Buckett	(pictured	right)	came	to

St	James’	in	the	Spring	of	1939	(Institution	and

Induction	Service	9th	June),	so	when	war	was

declared	on	September	3rd	-	that	fateful	Sunday

morning	-	we	were	already	aware	that	in	this

elderly	man	we	had	someone	who	was	to	be	a	real

‘father	to	his	flock’.	Also	in	June	a	Curate,	the

Rev	V.B.	Wynburne,	joined	the	staff	-	Vicar,	D.T.

Chapman	(aged	68)	Lay	Reader,	Miss	Hetty	King,

Lady	Worker	since	1914,	and	in	August	Sister

Parker	(Church	Army)	joined	them.	The	staff	was

thus	less	than	half	those	whom	G.R.	Balleine

gathered	round	him	in	the	early	days	of	his

ministry.

	

The	Day	School	was	evacuated	to	Frimley,
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Surrey,	with	Mr	Steen,	their	Headmaster.	Most

children	went	with	their	schools	to	what	were

considered	to	be	safer	areas.	Many	elderly	people

and	mothers	with	young	children	left	London,	but

many	had	returned	by	Christmas:	the	time	until

the	late	summer	of	1940	was	called	the	‘phoney

war’.	Life	in	the	Parish	went	on	much	as	usual	-

all	Services	as	usual,	and	always,	even	when	raids

were	at	their	worst,	there	was	the	8am	Holy

Communion,	Morning	Service	at	11am	and

Evening	Service	at	6.30pm	(3.30	in	the	winter).

Everyone	who	was	at	all	able	enrolled	in	Air	Raid

Precautions	(A.R.P.)	or	the	Fire	Service.

The	Vicarage,	123	Jamaica	Road,	became,	as

never	before,	the	focal	point	of	the	parish.	In

December	Nancy	Buckett,	the	Vicar’s	second

daughter,	died	at	a	Missionary	Training	College	at

Blackheath.	His	eldest	daughter,	Phyllis,	was

teaching	in	Kettering	and	Mollie	was	evacuated	to

Surrey	with	a	Nursery	School	where	she	taught.

Every	month	a	Newsletter	was	circulated	full	of

news	of	war	commitments	of	the	congregation:

the	Vicar	maintained	a	regular	correspondence

with	the	young	men	in	the	Forces	and	some	are

still	in	touch	with	us,	though	few	now	live	in

Bermondsey.	There	were	also	dates	and	times	of

services	and	meetings	and	every	year	in

December	a	Sale	of	Work	was	announced	and

well	supported,	even	when	held	in	the	Crypt.

Home	Guard	Parades	were	a	regular	event	and	the

Commander	(A.	Ritchie)	wrote	warmly	of	their

appreciation	of	the	Vicar’s	thought	for	them.

	

1940	brought	the	Battle	of	Britain	and	enemy

aircraft,	using	the	River	as	guide,	“strafed”	the

riverside	boroughs.	The	coal	cellar	in	the

Vicarage	was	used	as	a	shelter	and	often	housed	a

strange	assortment	of	people.	One	of	the	earliest

was	a	Dutch	sea	captain	whom	Mr	Buckett

remembered	from	the	days	before	he	came	to

Bermondsey	and	worked	in	a	Mission	to	Seamen

in	Gloucester.	Apart	from	the	casual	passers-by

who	asked	for	shelter,	the	Vicarage	provided	a

temporary	home	for	Mr	and	Mrs	Chapman	when

their	house	was	bombed	and	also	later	for	Miss

King.	All	in	need	were	welcomed	and	everyone

shared	rations,	clothes	and	bedding,	etc.	whether

they	were	members	of	the	church	or	not.

	

In	March	and	April	1941	Bermondsey	suffered

very	heavy	bombing.	Early	on	a	Saturday

evening,	15th	March,	a	16	year	old	Guide	Patrol

Leader	of	St	James’,	Elsie	Payne	(Chick	to	her
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friends)	was	killed.	On	6th	April,	John	Austin,	St

James’	Scoutmaster,	was	killed	on	duty	as	an

A.R.P.	Warden.	The	Mayor,	Councillor	Henley,

father	of	the	present	Mayor,	Len	Henley,	was

killed	in	the	Town	Hall	and	on	10th	May	another

16	year	old	Guide,	Vera	Titchener,	was	killed	with

her	mother	in	a	shelter,	whilst	her	father,	a	police

officer,	was	on	duty	in	another	part	of	London.

Attendances	at	church	kept	up	very	well	-	75	at

Holy	Communion	on	Christmas	Day	1939,	124	at

the	Mothering	Sunday	Service	in	1940.	

	

Early	in	1944	the	School	was	bombed	in	the	night

so	there	were	no	casualties	and	they	afterwards

continued	to	hold	classes	in	a	series	of	local

schools	with	Mrs	Wheeler	as	the	temporary	Head.

Mrs	Hatherley	and	her	two	daughters,	who	lived

in	the	School	House,	went	to	live	in	the	Vicarage.

All	the	church	windows	were	shattered,	parts	of

the	ceiling	collapsed	and	the	clock,	after	striking

something	like	100	times,	stopped	for	long	after

peace	came.	Services	were	however	another

instance	of	‘business	as	usual’	the	slogan	chalked

up	all	over	London.	Even	if	the	Service	finished

in	the	crypt	and	the	raid	went	on	all	night,	it

always	started	on	time,	in	the	South	Aisle.

Weddings	braved	the	dangers	of	the	main	church

and	guests	seated	in	the	choir	stalls	trod	broken

glass	underfoot.	The	Vicar	was	an	expert	clearer-

up	of	bomb	damage	and	whenever	there	was

trouble	he	could	be	counted	on	to	appear,	broom

in	hand,	ready	to	help	and	comfort.

	

Then	in	June	1944	the	first	Flying	Bomb	to	fall	on

SE	London	fell	just	outside	123	Jamaica	Road.

The	Vicarage	was	destroyed	but	the	coal-cellar

shelter	saved	those	in	it	from	physical	injury	and

they	were	rescued	and	taken	to	Dr	Gillison’s

house	in	Lower	Road,	and	that	became	their	home

during	daylight	hours;	the	nights	were	spent	in	the

church	crypt.	The	Vicar	organised	a	working	party

to	make	bunks	and	doors	and	install	essential	light

and	fittings	so	that	about	24	of	the	40	arches	in

the	crypt	became	inhabited	by	a	considerable

number	of	the	congregation	who	gathered	there

each	night	bringing	their	food	and	flasks	of

drinks.	The	time	passed	pleasantly	with	a	real

community	spirit.	Mrs	Buckett	made	plum	jam	on

an	oil	stove;	we	helped	sort	and	tidy	the	Vicarage

books	and	belongings.	I	remember	being	the	only

person	able	to	go	out	with	the	Vicar	to	see	where

near-sounding	bombs	had	fallen,	so	that	if	needed

we	might	help.	Always	the	evening	finished	with

the	prayer	“Lighten	our	darkness	we	beseech

Thee	O	Lord”.

	

At	this	time	the	only	‘break’	the	Vicar	managed	to

take	was	a	stroll	on	a	quiet	afternoon	to	Cherry

Garden	Pier.	He	enjoyed	a	chat	with	the	Pier-

Master	and	the	waterside	workers,	and	there	were

one	or	two	short	trips	on	the	river.	The	River	was

a	breathing	space	for	several	of	us:	my	mother

often	said	on	a	hot	afternoon	“Lets	go	on	the	tram

to	Greenwich	and	enjoy	a	breeze	on	the	pier”.

Like	the	Vicar,	we	found	the	River	certainly

helped	us	to	‘keep	cool’	in	more	ways	than	one!

	

In	November	1944,	Mr	Buckett	was	offered	a

Living	in	Dorset,	a	small	parish	of	Edmondsham,

near	Salisbury.	His	wife	was	still	suffering	from

the	effects	of	the	bombing;	the	end	of	the	war

seemed	in	sight	and	he	felt	that	St	James’	in	peace

time	would	need	a	younger	man	to	gather	together

the	battered	life	of	the	parish.	He	believed	that

younger	men	would	be	available,	and	so	he	left	us

and	at	St	James’	only	Mr	Chapman	and	Miss

King	remained.	The	Curate	had	become	the	Vicar

of	a	church	in	Yarmouth	in	September	1940	and

Sister	Parker	had	accepted	another	post.
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Mollie	Buckett	stayed	on	with	the	Hatherley

sisters	in	St	James’	Road	and	continued	teaching

in	London.	After	a	year	in	Edmondsham,	Mrs

Alice	Buckett	died	and	Phyllis	came	home	to	the

Rectory	where	she	helped	in	the	Parish	and	cared

for	her	father	until	his	death	on	7th	March,	1967.

	

After	the	war	many	Bermondsey	people	spent

holidays	at	Edmondsham	and	three	or	four	times	a

year	Mr	Buckett	visited	his	friends	in

Bermondsey,	and	when	the	church	was	re-opened,

in	the	South	Aisle,	on	30th	January,	1966,	he	read

the	Lesson	at	the	Memorial	Service	there	for	the

Rev	G.R.	Balleine.	“That	portion	of	a	good	man’s

life,	His	little	nameless,	unremembered	acts,	of

kindness	and	of	love.”	(Wordsworth)

	

Peace	and	the	aftermath	of	the	war

1945	brought	peace	to	Europe	but	the	younger

men,	whom	Mr	Buckett	had	hoped	would	be

available,	as	Vicar,	did	not	come	forward.	Walter

Smith,	the	only	man	who	offered	to	serve	as

Vicar,	was	elderly,	quiet	and	retiring.	St	James’

Vicarage	was	in	ruins,	Christ	Church	Vicarage

(next	to	the	churchyard	in	Thurland	Road),	had

been	let	to	a	number	of	people	whose	homes	had

been	destroyed	in	raids,	and	the	only	Vicarage

available	was	in	Kipling	Street,	near	to	London

Bridge,	over	a	mile	away.	Practically	every	house

in	the	parish	was	suffering	from	War	Damage,

and	many	of	the	parishioners	who	could	do	so,

had	moved	out	of	Bermondsey.	

	

There	was	no	Curate,	but	soon	the	Cambridge

University	Mission	in	Jamaica	Road	re-opened

with	the	Rev	S.	Charles	Strong	as	Warden.	For

some	time	he	made	valiant	efforts	to	co-operate

with	Mr	Smith,	and	St	James’	people	grew	to

appreciate	him,	especially	as	a	preacher.	Evening

Services	were	attended	by	a	large	group	-	up	to	50

or	60	-	club	boys	and	helpers	from	the	C.U.M.,	a

few	of	the	remnant	of	Christ	Church

congregation,	and	a	faithful	few	of	St	James’

people.	Morning	Service	as	well	as	the	8am	Holy

Communion,	had	only	a	small	congregation.	The

relationship	with	the	C.U.M.	did	not	however

continue	well	and	eventually	the	Bishop	granted

Mr	Strong’s	request	and	allowed	C.U.M.	to	use

Christ	Church	Hall	in	Abbey	Street	for	the	Club

Services.	So	St	James’	lost	most	of	its

congregation	and	also	the	honorary	services	of	Mr

Strong.	Mr	D.T.	Chapman	(now	aged	over	70)

gave	what	help	he	could	and	Alexis	Street

Mission	continued	to	function	with	Sunday

Services	and	week-day	meetings.	A	younger	Lay

Reader,	Mr	D.E.	Morgan,	was	appointed	and	a

Lady	Worker,	Miss	Allen.

	

In	the	winters	of	1945	-	’47	the	icy	blasts	rattled

the	corrugated	iron	sheets	covering	the	broken

windows	and	the	heating	system	was	frozen;	gas

heaters	were	then	installed	at	gallery	level	but

only	heated	the	empty	galleries.	Even	the

beautiful	blue	velvet	panels	in	the	reredos	and	the

curtains	on	either	side	were	taken	down	and	were

never	seen	again.

	

The	dark	days	continued	and	the	return	of	the

Vicar	and	his	wife	to	Christ	Church	Vicarage

(now	St	James’	Vicarage)	in	Thurland	Road,	only

meant	that	there	was	at	least	a	resident	incumbent.

With	local	housing	development	and	threats	of

compulsory	purchase	more	and	more	local	people

left	the	Parish,	the	Vicar	disbanded	the	School

Care	Committee,	the	Parish	Room	was	in	a	very

derelict	condition	and	even	the	Guides	and

Brownies	preferred	to	meet	in	the	one	structurally

sound	department	of	Keetons	Road	School

.

At	Easter,	1953,	Mr	Smith	retired	and	went	to	live
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in	a	Home	for	Retired	Clergy	at	Blackheath.

Some	years	later	he	died	in	St	Olave’s	Hospital.	I

last	saw	him	being	visited	by	his	successor	as

Vicar,	the	Rev	H.S.	Napper,	while	he	lay	in	bed

very	weak	and	aged	and	was	being	fed,	so	gently,

by	a	small	Indian	Student	Nurse	in	a	white	habit.

	

Harold	Napper	became	Vicar	on	15th	January,

1954.	The	difficult	days	of	the	interregnum	were

saddened	by	the	death	on	18th	December	of	Mr

D.T.	Chapman,	who	had	been	the	beloved	Lay

Reader	since	1909.	His	funeral	service	in	St

James’	Church	was	attended	by	the	Rev	W.R.

Buckett	and	the	Rev	Alan	Gosney,	his	son-in-law.

Later	a	Memorial	Service	was	held	at	which	the

Rev	G.R.	Balleine	preached	and	unveiled	a

memorial	tablet	to	Mr	and	Mrs	Chapman,	who

died	soon	after	her	husband.

	

During	many	years	the	affairs	of	St	James'	Church

were	sustained	by	the	faithful	service	of	Mr

William	Piper.	When	there	was	no	Vicar	he	was

Chairman	of	the	P.C.C.,	when	there	was	a	Vicar

he	was	Vicar’s	Warden.	In	the	background,	Mrs

Piper	and	his	son	David	continued	to	help	in

many	areas,	including	Mothers’	Union	activities

and	duties	as	Treasurer.

	

On	1st	July,	1954,	the	Parish	of	Christ	Church,

Bermondsey	was	joined	to	St	James’,	after	much

discussion	as	to	which	church	building	should	be

retained,	it	was	decreed	by	Act	of	Parliament	that

St	James’	should	become	the	Parish	Church	of	St

James’	with	Christ	Church	and	Mr	Napper

became	the	first	incumbent.	We	now	acquired

additional	patrons	-	as	well	as	the	Rector	of

Bermondsey,	these	were	the	Bishop	and	the

Crown,	in	that	order.	The	Font	and	Holy	Table

from	Christ	Church	were	removed	to	a	store	of

Church	furniture	at	St	Peter’s,	Eltham,

Communion	vessels	and	a	chalice	“on	permanent

loan”	from	Bermondsey	Parish	Church,	were

transferred	to	St	James’	and	the	Registers	went	to

Bermondsey	Parish	Church.	There	was	now	a

joint	Parochial	Church	Council	-	half	being	St

James’	and	half	Christ	Church	with	both	sides

having	a	Churchwarden.	Apart	from	a	few

occasions,	i.e.		Christmas	and	Easter,	we	only

came	together	at	P.C.C.	meetings.	Christ	Church

Hall	continued	to	be	used	for	C.U.M.	Services.

The	congregation	at	St	James’	slowly	increased

and	there	seemed	to	be	a	note	of	hope.

	

In	February	1954	Mr	Napper	was	discussing	with

the	educational	and	diocesan	authorities	the	site

for	the	new	St	James’	School.	He	was	re-

organising	the	distribution	of	the	Parish	Magazine

and	arranging	to	make	up	the	deficit	on	the
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Diocesan	Quota	with	a	grant	from	the	Llewelyn

Hall	Fund:	Llewelyn	Hall	had	been	let	for	some

years	to	a	sack	factory.	He	arranged	with	a	local

Newsagent,	Mr	Reader,	to	distribute	with	the

papers	an	invitation	to	attend	the	Annual	Church

Meeting.	The	church	lighting	was	renewed	and

the	cost	borne	by	the	South	London	Church	Fund.

	

Mr	D.E.	Morgan,	the	Lay	Reader,	left	on	30th

September,	1954.	A	Lady	Worker,	Miss

Greenfield,	commenced	duty	on	1st	November

1954,	and	the	women’s	meetings	reopened;	Miss

Greenfield	undertook	a	scheme	of	house	to	house

visiting.	Contact	was	made	with	the	C.U.M.	and

Mr	Dudley-Smith,	the	Warden,	agreed	that	the

Annual	Sale	of	Work	should	be	held	in	the

C.U.M.	Club	Room	on	30th	October,	1954.

	

It	was	a	Red	Letter	Day	when	Mr	Napper’s	efforts

resulted	in	the	re-building	of	the	Parish	Room,

using	money	(£3,000)	from	the	sale	of	Llewelyn

Hall.	It	was	consecrated	by	the	Bishop	of

Woolwich	on	the	6th	November,	1958.

	

Miss	Greenfield	left	at	the	end	of	October	1959,

thus	leaving	Mr	Napper	without	any	staff.	The

services	continued	and	meetings	of	church

organisations	were	maintained	by	the	faithful

members	of	the	congregation.	Throughout	this

time,	Archdeacon	Sands	and	the	Rt	Rev	William

Stannard,	Bishop	of	Woolwich,	helped	and

supported	us.	It	was	our	loss	when	the	Bishop	of

Woolwich	left	the	Diocese	in	1959	to	become

Dean	of	Rochester	–	we	wrote	that	he	was

regarded	as	a	true	friend	and	wise	counsellor	to	St

James’.

	

The	School	continued	to	meet	in	Farncombe

Street	School	and	Mr	Pierssene,	the	Warden	of

C.U.M.	agreed	to	become	Diocesan	representative

as	a	School	Manager.	This	link	continued	with

C.U.M.	until	1976	when	the	Rev	Robin	Ewbank

left	C.U.M.	to	go	to	a	Parish	in	Hull	and	the

vacancy	was	filled	by	the	Rev	John	Martin,	Vicar

of	St	Anne’s	Church,	Thorburn	Square.

	

In	1959	we	agreed	to	present	20	pews	from	the

North	Aisle	to	the	rebuilt	Church	of	Holy	Trinity,

Rotherhithe.	Alexis	Street	Mission	Hall	was

relinquished	in	1960	and	leased	as	a	grocery

store.

	

St	James	in	crisis

All	this	time	the	crumbling	fabric	of	the	Church

was	causing	concern.	Then	the	blow	fell.	On	17th

February,	1961,	the	Insurance	Company	refused

to	give	cover	in	case	of	injury	from	falling

masonry,	and	the	Bishop	telephoned	on	a	Friday

afternoon	to	tell	Mr	Napper	that	the	Church	must

be	closed	forthwith;	weddings	booked	for	the	next

day	had	to	go	to	St	Crispin’s,	and	this	state	of

things	continued	for	more	than	five	years.	A	wire

fence	was	erected	round	the	church	and	services

were	held	regularly	in	the	Parish	Room	in	St

James’	Road,	where	the	east	end	was	curtained

off	and	provided	with	a	Holy	Table	and	a	Reading

Desk.	Only	church	organisations	were	allowed	to

use	the	room	on	week-days.	Two	faithful

members	of	the	Church,	Mrs	Carter	and	Miss

Coombs,	went	each	week	into	the	church	and	by

sweeping	and	dusting	kept	the	church	still	looking

as	a	cared	for	and	holy	place.

	

In	spite	of	difficulties,	numbers	kept	up	and,	in

fact,	grew,	so	that	when	there	was	a	Baptism	or	a

Church	Parade	it	was	a	case	of	standing-room

only.	Every	possible	means	was	tried	to	ascertain

what	the	future	was	to	be.	Behind	the	scenes	Mr

Napper	was	working	for	the	rebuilding	of	the

School	and	in	1962	he	reported	that	this	longed-
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for	event	would	be	in	1965-66.	He	then	felt

compelled	to	resign	as	Chairman	of	the	School

Managers	and	the	Rev	Michael	Whinney,	then

Warden	of	the	Cambridge	University	Mission,

took	his	place	as	Chairman.	In	1962	the	Historic

Churches	Preservation	Trust	promised	£500

towards	the	cost	of	the	church	restoration.

	

On	7th	March,	1963,	the	Parochial	Church

Council	asked	me,	as	Secretary,	to	write	to	the

Bishop.	I	wrote	on	the	12th	March	expressing	the

concern	of	the	P.C.C.	that	some	decision	should

be	made	as	to	the	future	of	the	church.	He	replied

that	he	was	willing	to	come	and	discuss	the	matter

to	try	to	come	to	a	common	mind	about	the

church.	This	meeting	was	to	be	on	Friday,	12th

July.

	

There	were	now	many	suggestions	as	to	whether

the	church	could	be	demolished	or	whether	a

smaller	church	could	be	built	on	a	nearby	site.

There	appeared	to	be	no	alternative	to	demolition.

But	behind	all	our	thoughts	and	prayers,	God	was

working	His	purpose	out.	Sir	John	Betjeman

walked	down	Jamaica	Road	and	saw	the	derelict

church:	he	went	to	his	friend	Mr	Ivor	Bulmer-

Thomas,	Honorary	Director	of	the	Friends	of

Friendless	Churches,	and	said	that	here	was	a

friendless	church	that	must	be	saved.	He	said	“Of

all	the	churches	built	in	London	by	the	Waterloo

Commission,	it	is	the	finest,	the	most	original	and

the	most	impressive”,	but	we	knew	nothing	of

this.

	

In	May	I	had	a	slight	heart	attack	and	so	I	was

unable	to	attend	the	meeting	when	the	Bishop

came	on	12th	July.	The	future	of	St	James’,	as

presented	by	the	Bishop,	looked	hopeless.	Repairs

would	cost	at	least	£30,000	-	and	we	had	not

30,000	shillings.	Of	the	10	people	present	9	voted

for	demolition	but	nothing	would	in	induce	Mrs

Carter	to	join	them.	She	was	against	demolition,

so	the	voting	was	not	unanimous.	A	week	later	Mr

Napper	received	a	letter	from	Mr	Bulmer-Thomas

offering	to	restore	the	church	and	that	the	Friends

of	Friendless	Churches	would	not	expect	any

financial	help	from	the	P.C.C.

We	held	another	meeting	at	which	the	entire

P.C.C.	members	were	present	and	agreed	to

rescind	our	decision.	I	was	better	by	then!	On

26th	July	Mr	Bulmer-Thomas	wrote	that	the

Bishop	was	willing	to	allow	us	to	rescind	our

decision	of	12th	July	and	apply	for	a	faculty	for

repairs	to	be	financed	by	the	Friends	of	Friendless

Churches.	Soon	we	were	meeting	with	‘all	the

powers	that	be’	-	architects,	builders	and,	always,

Mr	Bulmer-Thomas.	First	the	fabric	was	repaired

-	roof	and	gutters,	walls	and	windows,	scaffolding

covered	the	spire	and	the	dragon	was	repainted.

Then	the	South	Aisle	was	redecorated	and

screened	from	the	main	part.	At	the	same	time	an

agreement	was	signed	leasing	the	North	Aisle	to

the	RAF/ATC	Squadron	as	lecture	rooms	and

training	centre	as	from	24th	June	1965.	This	part

was	likewise	screened	from	the	Nave	-	there	were

connecting	doors	on	either	side.

	

And	so	life	went	on	-	still	using	the	Parish	Room

as	church	but	weddings	were	now	allowed	to	use

the	central	part	of	the	Church,	so	far	unrestored

but	safe	from	falling	plaster.	In	March	1964	we

purchased	our	first	Gestetner	duplicating	machine

for	£12.	In	June	1965	the	Southwark	clergy	had

their	first	conference	at	Butlin's	camp.	Mr	Napper

went	and	reported	that	it	had	been	a	most

worthwhile	and	happy	occasion	of	real

fellowship.	Three	very	faithful	members	of	the

church	died	-	Mrs	Melvin	(a	few	weeks	after

planting	the	Brownies’	Jubilee	Tree	in	the
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churchyard),	Mrs	Piper	and	Miss	Alice	Smith.	We

joined	in	the	Cathedral	Jubilee	and	David	Piper

installed	a	TV	screen	in	the	Parish	Room	on

Sunday	morning	so	that	we	could	see	the	Holy

Communion	Service	there	on	30th	May	1965.

Later	we	witnessed	the	Son	et	Lumiere	and	some

of	us	acted	as	stewards	at	the	Cathedral.

	

Progress	was	being	made	upon	the	South	Aisle

and	we	began	to	think	of	the	final	restoration	of

the	main	part	which	had	still	to	come.	We	sought

advice	as	to	the	cleaning	of	the	Picture	of	the

Ascension	from	the	Whitechapel	Art	Gallery.	Mr

John	Bowles	undertook	to	be	responsible	for	the

restoration	of	the	Organ,	with	a	nucleus	of	£580

in	the	Organ	Fund.

	

War	Damage	Compensation	was	claimed	and	the

money	used	for	the	restoration,	redecoration	and

furnishing	of	the	South	Aisle	as	a	self-contained

church	seating	120	people.	A	Holy	Table	made	by

the	boys	at	Bacon	School	was	used	with	a

Communion	Rail	made	by	Mr	Buckett	when	he

was	Vicar	during	the	war.	The	font	was	cleaned

and	placed	near	the	West	door	and	we	found	that

under	layers	of	paint	and	grime	there	were

beautiful	lilies	carved	in	the	stone;	we	had	not

known	about	this	‘thing	of	beauty’.

	

We	prepared	all	that	winter	for	the	day	when	our

church	would	be	re-Opened	and	in	readiness	for

this	event	I	arranged	for	one	of	the	Jersey	clergy,

the	Rev	Paul	Harrison,	Rector	of	St	Clement’s

Church,	to	visit	G.R.	Balleine,	now	in	his	93rd

year,	to	make	a	tape	recording	of	a	message	from

him	for	the	Re-dedication	Service.	This	Service

was	also	his	Memorial	Service	as	he	died	on	2nd

January,	1966.

	

For	Sunday,	30th	January,	1966,	we	sent	out

notices	to	all	old	members	we	could	contact,	G.R.

Balleine	’s	daughter,	(Mrs	May	Hansen)	came

from	Jersey	and	Dr	Helen	Firth	(Marjorie	Lester)

came	from	the	Orkneys	and	a	great	number	of

other	people	came.	It	was	a	thrilling	afternoon,

the	bells	rang	out,	the	sun	shone	and	people

streamed	in	from	all	directions.	Bishop	Simpson,

a	former	Bishop	of	Southwark,	took	the	Service

and	preached.	Mr	Buckett	read	a	lesson	and	Mr

Napper’s	voice	had	a	quiet	ring	of	thankfulness

that	God	had	made	this	time	of	rejoicing	possible

(see	picture	overleaf).

	

During	1966	work	commenced	on	the	main	part

of	the	church	and	large	well-attended	services

were	held	in	the	‘old	church’	and	the	Organ	was

once	again	heard	as	John	Bowles	coaxed

wonderful	music	from	the	part	he	had	so	far

restored.	In	June	there	was	a	Deanery	Service	and

a	Confirmation	Service,	and	such	as	the	sense	of

the	spirit	of	the	occasion,	that	in	the	sunlight

streaming	through	the	repaired	windows	and	the

organ	music,	the	Vicar	agreed	with	one	of	the

older	members	who	said	“it	was	like	being	in	a

Cathedral”.	No	one	minded	the	dingy	walls	and

the	scaffolding.	We	were	back	in	our	old	church.

	

It	was	in	November	that	Mr	Napper	announced

that	he	felt	his	mission	at	St	James’	had	been

accomplished	and	he	left	us	at	the	end	of

December,	1966.	So	ended	12	years	of	faithful

service	on	the	part	of	the	Vicar	and	many	of	the

congregation.	Their	prayers	for	the	restoration	of

the	church	were	abundantly	answered	and	in	spite

of	our	regrets	that	Mr	Napper	had	to	leave	us,	we

felt	that	God	was	indeed	leading	us	on.

	

Restoration	and	renewal

St	James’	started	1967	in	uncertainty.	We	had	no

Vicar	and	for	27	years	there	had	been	no	Curate.
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There	was	no	Lay	Reader	or	Lady	Worker.	The

Parochial	Church	Council	was	equally	divided

between	attachment	to	St	James’	and	the	C.U.M.-

who	used	Christ	Church	Hall	for	their	Sunday

Services.

	

We	had	sent	a	letter	to	the	Rector	of	Bermondsey

who	was	Patron	as	well	as	Rural	Dean	and	to	the

Bishop,	making	representations	as	to	the	kind	of

man	we	would	wish	our	new	Vicar	to	be,	adding

that	he	should	be	of	a	conservative	evangelical

tradition.	On	19th	January	the	P.C.C.	Meeting	was

attended	by	the	Rector,	the	Rev	F.S.	Skelton,	who

explained	about	the	interregnum	which	he	feared,

would	be	lengthy.	A	further	difficulty	had	arisen

in	as	much	as	the	C.U.M.	had	received	from	the

G.L.C.	an	intimation	that	Christ	Church	Hall	must

be	vacated	by	19th	January	–	the	same	day.

	

In	a	strange	way	the	two	parts	of	the	P.C.C.

seemed	to	be	drawn	together	by	the	common

crisis	and	a	rota	of	eight	people	undertook	to	act

as	vergers	to	see	that	the	Church	was	prepared	for

services,	welcome	visiting	clergy	and	generally

share	responsibility.	It	was	on	an	afternoon	during

the	next	week	that	the	Rector	called	on	me,	as

P.C.C.	Secretary,	to	explain	arrangements	he	had

made	for	the	interregnum.	Suddenly	I	seemed	to

be	led	by	the	Spirit	and	I	expressed	the	thought

“Was	it	possible	that	Mr	Whinney	might	consider

becoming	Vicar?”	The	Rector	was	surprised	and

said	that	no	one	had	thought	of	that.	We	prayed

for	God’s	guidance	and	the	Rector	departed	to	see

if	this	was	a	solution	to	our	problem.
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We	wasted	no	time.	At	an	Emergency	Meeting	on

26th	January	1967	we	were	delighted	to	learn	that

Michael	Whinney	(pictured	below)	would	be	our

new	Vicar.	He	explained	that	he	would	regard	his

appointment	as	a	“Group	Ministry	between	the

Parish	and	the	C.U.M.	He	saw	working	in	the

Parish	as	working	for	the	advancement	of	God’s

Kingdom.	He	saw	it	as	an	exciting	challenge	and

opportunity.	God	would	meet	our	needs	and	take

us	forward.	“We	would	have	to	wait	for	about	six

months	for	the	C.U.M.	to	appoint	a	new	Warden”.

	

Sunday	Services	continued	to	be	held	in	the	South

Aisle	and	the	C.U.M.	contingent	immediately

joined	us	for	the	Evening	Service	which	now

commenced	at	7.00pm.	Soon	the	Church	was	full

of	the	sound	of	mostly	young	voices,	and	we	were

introduced	to	a	new	Hymn	Book,	“Youth	Praise”.

	

The	Diocesan	Dilapidations	Board	came	to	the

rescue	and	what	was	to	them	a	‘problem	vicarage’

was	taken	in	hand.	Michael	and	his	family	moved

in.	In	1967	the	practice	of	giving	the	collections

on	the	first	Sunday	in	the	month	to	Home	or

Overseas	Missions	commenced,	and	an	envelope

scheme	was	also	started.

	

On	21st	September,	1967,	St	James’	was	full	for

the	Service	of	Institution	and	Induction	of	the	Rev

Michael	Whinney.	John	Bowles	played	the	big

Organ.	Ministers	and	members	of	most	local

churches	of	varied	denominations	were	present

and	the	Bermondsey	Council	Parks	Department

were	responsible	for	a	beautiful	display	of	floral

decoration.

	

In	October	we	were	told	about	David	Trollope

who	was	at	the	London	College	of	Divinity.	He

was	reported	as	being	“1st	Class	material	for

ordination”	he	was	to	be	our	Curate.	In	June

1968,	following	his	Ordination	in	Southwark

Cathedral,	there	was	a	Garden	Party	at	the

Vicarage	and	we	were	introduced	to	David	and

Christa.	So	much	happened	in	the	following	four

years.	The	congregation	grew	until	we	could

expect	100	at	the	Morning	Service	and	between

30	and	70	in	the	evenings.	Series	2	Holy

Communion	Service	was	celebrated	on	the	lst	and

3rd	Sunday	Evenings	and	the	1662	Prayer	Book

Service	at	8am	and	noon	on	the	other	Sundays.

David’s	work	was	largely	with	the	young	people

and,	after	they	had	been	confirmed,	the	Upper

Room	Club	was	started.	Even	when	there	were

two	Trollope	children,	Kirsten	and	Stephen,

Christa	as	well	as	David	often	joined	in	the

Saturday	evening	activities	of	the	Upper	Room

Club,	and	this	gave	scope	for	the	growing	rota	of

baby-sitters.	In	fact	the	Vicarage	and	the	Warden’s
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family	at	the	C.U.M.	welcomed	the	attentions	in

this	capacity	of	several	members	of	the

congregation,	and	not	only	the	young	ones!	The

Vicarage	was	increasingly	the	house	with	the	ever

open	door,	and	summer	afternoons	in	the	garden

were	enjoyed	by	many.

	

The	restoration	of	the	main	part	of	the	church	was

going	forward	under	the	direction	of	the

Architect,	Mr	Anthony	Swaine	and	with	the

unfailing	help	of	Mr	I.	Bulmer-Thomas	who

raised	money	for	all	but	the	cost	of	equipping	and

furnishing	the	newly	appointed	‘Church-within-a-

Church’,	which	was	borne	by	St	James’

Restoration	and	Emergency	Funds	and	donations.

	

Weekday	meetings	for	Young	Wives	and	a

Women’s	Fellowship	for	older	women	met,	at

first,	in	the	Vicarage.	The	Guides	celebrated	their

Golden	Jubilee	and	the	cake	was	cut	by	Mrs	Edith

Wafer,	the	original	Brown	Owl.	Mrs	Peggy

Jarman	was	now	Captain;	she	had	been	a	Brownie

and	Guide	in	the	Company	and	when	in	1970	she

and	Tom	(an	ex	Scout)	moved	to	Sidcup,	the

church	had	to	find	at	least	half	a	dozen	people	to

carry	on	the	various	duties	she	had	fitted	in	to	the

life	of	a	busy	mother.

	

Baptism	received	much	thought	and	it	was	agreed

that	the	Service	of	Naming	and	Blessing	be

introduced	if	wished	as	an	alternative	to	Baptism.

	

The	Parish	Room	became	the	centre	each

morning	for	a	Play	Group	organised	by	the	Save

the	Children	Fund	and	this	continued	until	the

Redevelopment	Plan	for	the	immediate

neighbourhood	meant	that	there	were	no	longer

local	families	with	children	to	use	it.
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The	Foundation	Stone	of	the	School	was	laid	on

25th	October,	1968	by	Mr	F.G.	Welch,	the	ex

Headmaster,	and	in	May	1970	the	Bishop	of

Woolwich	dedicated	the	new	building	and	work

began	with	a	new	Headmistress,	Miss	Gwen

Mason.	A	Memorial	Plaque	in	the	playground

marks	her	death	on	3rd	January,	1976	at	the	age

of	46.	Her	place	was	taken	in	1976	by	Miss

Audrey	Thornton.	The	Church	maintains	a	vital

link	with	the	school	and	its	200	children	and

teaching	staff	through	the	Board	of	Managers,

and	participation	in	regular	Morning	Assemblies.

The	P.C.C.	accepted	responsibility	for	providing

expenses	of	exterior	maintenance	and	insurance	-

in	1978	approximately	£700.	Fairs,	Jumble	Sales,

Sponsored	Swims	and	other	efforts	provide	the

fund	which	since	1972	has	enjoyed	the	services

of	the	Manager	of	Barclay’s	Bank	(Bermondsey)

as	Honorary	Treasurer.

	

Neighbours	in	the	tower	blocks	have	often

wondered	“What’s	St	James’	up	to	now?”	There

have	been	Firework	Parties,	Pancake	Parties	and

Family	Focus	events	in	the	School.

	

Since	1970,	every	home	in	the	Parish	has

received	four	times	a	year,	a	free	copy	of	the

Parish	Paper	“Compass”,	the	cost	of	which	is

almost	covered	by	local	advertisements.	In	1972

we	joined	St	Anne’s	Church	and	issued	jointly

“Compass	and	Round	the	Square”	and	this

arrangement	lasted	until	1977.

	

Also	in	1970	a	new	venture,	Krypt,	was

undertaken	at	the	instigation	of	a	member	of	the

congregation	who	was	also	at	the	time,	organist,

and	on	the	P.C.C.	The	Crypt	became	the	meeting

place	on	Saturday	evenings	for	young	people.

Fluorescent	pink	posters	advertised	a	“Musical

Coffee	Experience	with	the	Ministry	of	Power”.

Various	Christian	Groups	performed	and	helped

by	about	a	dozen	committed	Christians	who	were

members	of	the	Church,	they	tried	out	this	new

venture	of	‘chatting	about	things	in	life	that	really,

mean	something	to	you’.	About	100	turned	up	for

the	first	evening	and	for	a	time	this	proved

successful.

	

2nd	May,	1971,	was	the	day	of	the	Service	of

Thanksgiving	for	the	Restoration	of	the	Church.

At	last	all	was	ready	and	the	‘Church-within-a-

Church’	was	furnished	with	a	Round	Holy	Table

standing	in	the	space	between	what	had	been	the

Chancel.	Pews	were	arranged	on	three	sides	of	the

Table,	and	there	was	seating	for	up	to	140	in	this

area.	There	was	under	seat	heating,	which	was

later	supplemented	by	wall	heaters.	On	2nd	May,

the	entire	Church	was	thrown	open	and	even	most

seats	in	the	galleries	were	filled.	The	Organ

played,	the	bells	rang	and	even	the	clock	gave	the

right	time.	Mr	John	Bowles	was	indeed	Organist.

His	devotion	over	several	years	had	raised	the

money	and	supervised	the	actual	work	of	repair	to

the	Bishop	Organ.	He	brought	a	choir	of	friends

who	occupied	the	West	Gallery	and	four

trumpeters	who	supplied	the	sound	of	triumph

during	this	celebration	service.	To	many	of	the

congregation	it	was	in	the	nature	of	a	miracle	that

after	years	of	prayers	and	hopes	and	countless

efforts,	St	James’	was	saved	and	once	again	God

was	seen	to	be	working	His	purpose	out	in

Bermondsey.

	

In	the	summer	of	1971	David	Trollope	was

accepted	for	training	to	work	under	the	auspices

of	the	Church	Missionary	Society	in	Uganda.	He

also	helped	to	fill	for	6	months	the	gap	at	St

Anne’s	Church	where	there	was	no	Vicar.	He	and

Christa	and	the	two	children	lived	in	St	Anne’s

Vicarage	and	David	took	most	of	the	Services.
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And	so	our	beloved	Curate	and	his	family	set	out

for	one	of	the	remotest	regions	of	Africa	-

Uganda,	and	over	the	years	a	monthly	Prayer

Letter	has	kept	us	in	touch.

	

On	10th	September,	1978,	whilst	on	leave,	we

were	happy	to	welcome	them	back	at	St	James’

for	the	whole	Sunday.	Three	days	later	they

returned	to	Kenya	to	work	for	CORAT,	under	the

auspices	of	the	C.M.S.,	and	to	school	for	Kirsten

and	Stephen.

	

In	June	1972	Keith	Massey	came	from

Manchester	and	after	his	Ordination	in	Southwark

Cathedral	he	soon	entered	into	the	life	of	St

James’.	He	was	very	popular	especially	with	the

older	members	of	the	congregation,	many	of

whom	were	anxious	about	the	compulsory

rehousing	situation	which	meant	they	had	to	leave

the	houses	in	which	they	had	spent	most	of	their

lives	and	move	into	a	small	Council	flat.	Keith

was	a	tower	of	strength	administering	and

rendering	practical	help	when	the	‘moving-day’

came.	Then	in	July	1973	we	welcomed	his	bride,

Sue	Morley.	Keith	and	Sue	had	met	at

Oak	Hill	Theological	Training	College	where

their	marriage	was	celebrated.	Sue	developed

Keith’s	attachment	to	the	older	folk	and	was	a

valuable	helper	with	the	Women’s	Fellowship

Meetings.	After	three	more	years	they	left,	with

their	two	little	sons,	for	a	church	in	Manchester.

	

The	work	of	the	Church	in	the	life	of	the	Parish

became	more	and	more	the	concern	of	the

congregation	as	a	whole,	and	‘handyman’

members	saved	the	church	hundreds	of	pounds	by

turning	their	hands	to	painting	and	plumbing,

woodwork	and	wiring,	as	well	as	cooking	and

catering	when	the	occasion	arose.

The	Thursday	Christian	Workshop	met	regularly

and	was	in	many	ways	the	hub	around	which	the

wheels	of	St	James’	revolved.	The	South	Aisle

Lounge	was	used	after	each	service	and

fellowship	was	fostered	over	a	cup	of	tea.	The

Bookstall	became	a	really	impressive	venture.

From	time	to	time	there	were	Week-end

Houseparties	and	Saturday	Conferences.

	

The	Six	Years	Ministry	of	the	Rev	Michael

Whinney	as	Vicar	of	St	James’	culminated	in	him

becoming	Archdeacon	and	Borough	Dean	of

Southwark.	8th	May,	1973,	was	a	Red	Letter	Day

when	in	Southwark	Cathedral	he	was

commissioned	by	the	Bishop.	We	felt	indeed	that

the	past	6	years	had	been	a	time	of	blessing	and

that	the	Grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	had	been

bestowed	upon	us	all.

	

When	the	church-bells	rang	out	on	the	evening	of

Wednesday,	13th	March,	1974,	most	people	in	the

Parish	knew	that	it	was	for	the	Service	of

Institution	and	Induction	of	our	new	Vicar	–

Henry	Lewis	Whyte	(pictured	right).	Conducted

by	the	Bishop	of	Woolwich,	the	Right	Reverend

David	Sheppard,	it	was	a	most	inspiring	and

happy	occasion.	Early	in	the	service	the	Crown

Patron’s	representative,	Mr	C.V.	Peterson,	read	an

official	document	presenting	Mr	Whyte	to	the

Bishop.	The	large	congregation	included	50

people	from	Crawley,	where	our	new	Vicar	had

been	Curate	for	nearly	4	years.	The	church	had

been	beautifully	decorated	with	flowers	given	and

arranged	by	the	daughter	and	friends	of	Mrs	Alice

Stroud	in	thankful	memory	of	her	45	years	of

service	as	a	member	of	St	James’	Church.	Her

funeral	was	the	following	day.

	

Nearly	five	years	have	passed	and	life	at	St

James’	has	been	full	of	interest	and	endeavour	on
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the	part	of	many	who	seek	to	do	God’s	will.

	

For	21/2	years	the	Rev	Keith	Massey	continued

with	us	as	Curate	-	a	grant	from	the	Church

Pastoral	Aid	Society	helping	to	make	it	possible

for	us	to	have	a	Curate.

	

Twice	we	have	received	theological	students	who

have	come	to	gain	experience	of	parish	work,	and

in	1977	we	welcomed	Raymond	Hayter	as	our

new	Curate,	and	he	has	become	a	very	vital	part

of	the	life	of	the	church.	With	his	co-operation

parish	visiting	has	been	strengthened	and	the

Extended	Communion	Table	for	the	Sick	enables

the	clergy	to	take	Communion	from	the	Church	to

housebound	parishioners.

	

The	lease	of	the	North	Aisle	premises	to	the	Air

Territorial	Cadets	was	renewed	in	1975	for	10

years.	On	Remembrance	Sunday	the	Cadets	join

with	the	Royal	Marines	Corps	for	a	Service	in

Church.

	

Attendance	at	the	Family	Service	at	11am	each

Sunday	has	been	slowly	but	steadily	increasing,

and	all	ages	are	represented.	Usually	the	children

and	their	Group	Leaders	depart	to	their	several

rooms	after	the	first	thirty	minutes.	There	is	also	a

crèche	and	often	one	or	two	‘Prams’	are	standing

in	the	centre	aisle.	A	Family	Communion	Service

now	takes	place	on	the	fourth	Sunday	morning	of

each	month,	and	a	shortened	Communion	Service

follows	the	Family	Service	on	two	other	Sundays.

Holy	Communion	is	also	celebrated	twice

monthly	in	the	evening,	and	the	order	now	used	is

the	Series	3	Holy	Communion	Service.	Since
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1976	some	of	our	Evening	Services	are	entitled

“1426”	Services:	(1	Corinthians	14.v26).	“When

you	come	together,	each	one	has	a	hymn,	a

lesson,	a	revelation,	a	tongue	or	an

interpretation”.	These	services	provide

opportunities	for	all	to	contribute.	

	

Changes	have	also	been	made	in	the	Thursday

Christian	Workshop	Meetings,	and	Home

Meetings	are	now	a	regular	part	of	the

programme.	There	have	been	Parish	Week-ends

and	other	occasions	for	fostering	fellowship.

Regular	Healing	Services	are	also	part	of	the

present	pattern.	There	are	other	occasions	for

‘getting-to-know-you-better’,	such	as	the

attractively	served	cafeteria	type	meals	after

services	-	lunch	at	Harvest-time,	Easter	Breakfast,

winter	afternoon	teas,	and	at	other	times.

	

Rev	Henry	Whyte	and	his	wife,	Elizabeth	–

Henry	and	Liz	to	their	friends	-	have	now	two

small	children	-	Joy	and	David.	Parents	with

young	children	have	much	in	common	with	them

and	feel	free	to	share	their	problems	and	their

joys.	All	ages	know	that	at	the	Vicarage	there	are

friends,	including	‘Ray’,	the	Curate,	and	as

friends	we	are	happy	to	give	as	well	as	receive

help	when	it	is	needed.

	

Notice	of	the	Annual	Church	Meeting	includes

each	year	a	very	full	account	of	the	church

activities,	including	a	financial	report.	Income

and	Expenditure	accounts	usually	show	a	small

credit	balance.	Over	the	last	few	years,	the	first

Sunday	in	the	month	collections	for	Home	and

Overseas	Missions	have	considerably	increased.

In	addition,	Gift	Day	giving,	now	always	for

some	missionary	cause	to	preach	the	Gospel	to	all

nations	has	enabled	us	to	send	substantial	gifts	for

God’s	work	in	Poland	and	Chile.

Our	links	with	the	Bermondsey	and	Rotherhithe

Fraternal	and	the	Bermondsey	Christian	Group

continue	from	year	to	year	and	combined	services

are	held	from	time	to	time	where	everyone	is

welcome.	Each	year	now	there	is	“School

Sunday"	when	children	and	staff	take	part	in	the

Morning	Service,	and	an	increased	number	of

parents	come	along,	as	they	do	for	the	St	James’

School	Harvest	Festival	Service	on	the	Friday

before	Harvest	Sunday.	The	clergy	and	others,

sometimes	from	local	churches,	co-operate	with

the	Head	teacher	Miss	Audrey	Thornton,	and	her

staff,	in	taking	part	in	School	Assembly.	The	older

children	are	keen	to	take	part	occasionally	in	a

tour	of	exploration	of	the	church,	climbing	up	to

the	bells	and	the	organ	loft,	and	down	to	the	crypt.

God	has	indeed	been	'working	His	purpose	out'	at

St	James.	Our	church	building	has	been

wonderfully	restored,	but	the	people	of

Bermondsey	who	call	St	James	their	church	are

more	than	the	building.	Their	faith	will	mean	that

in	the	years	to	come	what	past	generations	have

worked	and	prayed	for,	will	result	in	Bermondsey

becoming	a	fruitful	field	where	God's	work	is

done	by	the	people	who	live	in	its	streets.

		

The	Next	Chapter:	1979-2001	by	Adrian

Greenwood

In	addition	to	the	publication	of	Ruth	Kendall’s

history,	the	150th	anniversary	in	1979	was

marked	by	a	special	service	at	which	Archdeacon

Mike	Whinney	(subsequently	Bishop	of	Aston

and	then	Southwell)	preached	and	by	a	building

project	to	improve	the	facilities	in	the	South

Aisle.	This	provided	a	kitchen,	two	WCs	and	a

room	for	meetings	and	children’s	work.	During

the	1980’s,	as	attendance	at	the	evening	service

declined,	the	South	Aisle	was	again	used	for

services,	as	it	had	been	in	the	1960s.
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Ray	Hayter,	who	had	been	brought	up	at	St.

Mary’s	Peckham	and	served	his		curacy	at	St.

James,	left	in	1979	to	become	a	chaplain	with	the

Prison	Service	and	subsequently	with	the	RAF.

He	was	succeeded	by	Gavin	Ashenden,	also	for

his	first	curacy.	Gavin	left	in	1983	to	go	into

parish	ministry	in	Croydon	and	then	onto	the

University	of	Sussex,	where	he	combined	being

an	academic	with	serving	as	Chaplain	to	the

University	and	a	regular	broadcaster	with	BBC

Radio	Sussex;	he	was	later	appointed	as	one	of

Honorary	Chaplains	to	the	Queen.	

	

In	1981,	there	came	an	event	which	was	to	mark	a

significant	turning	point	for	the	congregation	of

St.	James.	The	Vicar	of	the	neighbouring	parish,

St.	Anne’s	at	Thorburn	Square,	John	Martin,

resigned	and	the	Diocese,	aware	of	the	pressure

of	falling	clergy	numbers,	approached	Henry

Whyte	to	take	over	as	Priest	in-Charge.	Henry

agreed	on	condition	that	he	received	support	and

assistance	from	the	Rector	of	St.	Mary’s

Bermondsey,	then	Tim	Wooderson.	This	was	the

start	of	what	was	to	become,	eventually,	the

Bermondsey	Group	Ministry,	comprising	St.

Anne’s,	St	James	and	St.	Mary’s.	

	

In	1982,	Henry	and	Liz	Whyte	moved	to	the

parish	of	St.	Paul’s	Kingston.	(After	this,	Henry

became	Vicar	of	St.	Michael’s,	Blackheath	Park

until	retirement	from	parish	ministry.	He	was	then

appointed	as	a	part-time	chaplain	to	the	Forces	at

Woolwich	Barracks	and	continues	to	provide

cover	for	various	parishes,	including	St.	Anne,	St.

James	and	St.	Mary	Bermondsey	and,	also,	Good

Shepherd	Lee,	where	Richard	Bainbridge	(see

below)	became	Vicar.	Meanwhile,	Liz	qualified	as

a	Counsellor	and	Psychotherapist	and	continues	in

practice.)	Also	in	the	early	1980s,	several

influential	lay	leaders,	who	had	been	involved

with	St.	James	since	1967	or	later	(many	coming

to	the	area	via	Cambridge	University	Mission)

also	moved	away.	These	included	Richard	and

Lorna	Whiteman,	John	and	Chris	Ray	and	Alistair

and	Sandra	Smith.	Following	the	death	of	his	wife

Hilda	in	a	car	accident,	George	Barritt	went	to

work	with	Tear	Fund	in	Haiti.	Stepping	into	their

shoes	was	Adrian	Greenwood,	married	to	Marian,

both	former	CUM	residents	from	1973/4.	Adrian

was	to	serve	as	lay	chair	of	the	PCC	from	1982	to

2012	and	again	from	2016.	He	served	two	nine

year	periods	as	Churchwarden	from	1983-1992

and	1995-2004.

	

Still	at	St	James	were	many	of	those	local	people

who	had	come	over	with	Mike	Whinney	from

CUM	in	1967	–	Beattie	Martin,	Stan	&	Pat	Catton

and	Snowy	&	Sybil	Davoll.	Here	started	a

determined	effort	to	encourage	local	Bermondsey

people	into	positions	of	leadership	and	influence

in	the	Church.	Also	involved	were	new

generations	of	CUM	Residents,	who	married	and

settled	in	the	area.	Some	have	stayed,	notably

John	Greenway,	who	helps	to	lead	at	City	Hope

Church;	Alison	Jones	married	to	Paul	Toplis,

Henry	&	Jane	Abraham	and	Miriam	&	Colin

Poulton,	all	involved	at	various	stages	with

Haddon	Hall	Baptist	Church.	Others	remained	at

St	James	before	moving	away	with	their	careers;

these	included	Alan	&	Helen	Bartlett,	Richard	&

Lydia	Evans	and	Brian	&	Hilary	Crowe.		

	

In	1982	Ted	Roberts	was	inducted	as	the	new

Vicar	of	St.	James	and	Priest-in-Charge	of	St.

Anne’s.	He	came	via	Bradford	Cathedral,	from

having	served	for	17	years	as	Vicar	of	St.	James

the	Less,	Bethnal	Green	and	St.	Mark’s	Old	Ford.

Here	he	had	pioneered	a	radical	scheme	for

training	and	ordaining	“worker	priests.”	Ted	had	a

national	reputation	for	his	work	with	urban
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mission	and	was	a	founder	member	of	the

Evangelical	Urban	Training	Project	(EUTP	–	now

re-named	UNLOCK).		Ted	and	his	wife	Audrey,

had	the	choice	of	vicarages	and	chose	to	live	at

the	modern	vicarage	of	St.	Anne’s.

	

Their	arrival	coincided	with	the	decision	of

Snowy	and	Sybil	Davoll	to	leave	the	youth	work

at	CUM	and	establish	a	new	“family	work”

serving	the	needs	of	the	families	that	they	had	got

to	know	since	1967	in	their	work	at	CUM.

Needing	a	base	for	this	work,	the	vacant	vicarage

of	2,	Thurland	Road	was	ideal	and	their

‘temporary’	occupation	began.	This	was	to	last	15

years	and	to	prove	highly	fruitful	and	significant.

The	change	in	role	meant	that	Snowy	had	more

time	to	act	as	Lay	Reader	and	Sybil	was	to	spend

three	years	as	Churchwarden	during	the	1980’s.

Ted	and	Audrey	had	first	met	Snowy	and	Sybil	in

the	late	1950’s	in	Bedworth,	near	Coventry,	where

Ted	did	a	second	curacy	and	Snowy	started	his

training	for	lay	readership	and	youth	work.

	

Andy	Davey	succeeded	Gavin	Ashenden	as

curate,	in	September	1983,	living	at	2A,	Thurland

Road,	the	flat	adjacent	to	St.	James	Vicarage.

John	Smith,	the	curate	at	St.Mary’s	Bermondsey,

took	increasing	responsibility	at	St.	Anne’s.	Ted

suggested	to	Mary	Crump	that	she	should

exercise	her	ministry	mostly	at	St	Anne’s	close	to

her	home	in	Longley	Street	and	this	proved	to	be

a	fruitful	move,	until	her	death	in	2007.	

	

A	key	decision	taken	early	on	in	Ted	Roberts’

stewardship	was	to	appoint	a	new	church

architect.	Anthony	Swaine	was	reaching

retirement	age	and	both	St.	Anne’s	and	St.	Mary’s

were	looking	for	a	new	architect.	Interviews	were

organised	and	Thomas	Hornsby,	ARIBA	was

appointed	as	the	new	church	architect	for	all	three

churches.	Tom	was,	at	the	time,	churchwarden	of

St.	Mary’s	Islington	where	he	had	been	attending

since	childhood.

	

Tom	Hornsby	moved	quickly	to	have	St.	James’

Church	listed	with	English	Heritage	with	grade

2A.	More	detailed	surveys	revealed	that	the

restoration	work	of	the	1960’s	had	been	of	a

relatively	short	term	nature	–	the	roof	and	gutters

had	only	been	“patch	repaired”	and	the	patch

repairs	to	stonework	were	beginning	to	crack	–

the	mixture	of	sand	and	mortar	was	too	strong,

and	differential	weathering	was	threatening	to

cause	pieces	of	stone	to	fall	from	the	building.

Ted	and	Tom	were	greatly	assisted	at	this	time	by

the	services	of	Robert	Orton,	who	worked	as

Administrator	jointly	for	the	parishes	of	St	Anne,

St	James	and	St.	Mary,	Bermondsey.	His	post	was

funded	by	income	from	an	ancient	parish	Rate,

the	Bermondsey	Rectory	Rate,	until	it	was

challenged	in	the	courts	by	local	businesses,

which	had	to	pay	the	Rate.	When	Robert	retired	in

the	1990s,	the	parishes	could	not	afford	to	replace

him	from	their	own	resources.

	

Tom	Hornsby	approached	English	Heritage	for	a

grant	to	renew	the	flat	roofs	with	lead	and	to

substantially	overhaul	the	main	pitched	roof	in

slate.	English	Heritage	awarded	a	70%	grant	of

£227,000,	which	left	the	PCC	to	raise

approximately	£100,000.	Ted	Roberts	approached

members	of	the	congregation	Dennis	Stevenson

and	Simon	Hughes	MP	(elected	as	MP	for

Bermondsey	in	1983	in	the	biggest	bye-election

victory	of	the	20th	Century)	for	advice	and	a

fundraiser	was	appointed.	With	funding

underwritten	by	Dennis	Stevenson,	the	contract

was	let	and	the	new	roofs	were	complete	by	1989.

	

Meanwhile,	in	the	life	of	the	congregation,
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equally	momentous	events	were	taking	place.	Bill

Garlick,	a	painter	and	decorator	with	Southwark

Council,	who	with	his	wife	Vanessa,	had	become

Christians	when	they	brought	their	children	for

baptism	during	Henry	Whyte’s	time,	had	started

setting	Bible	stories	to	music	and	producing

children’s	dramas	in	church.	A	special	talent	was

quickly	recognised	and	Bill	was	encouraged	to

train	as	a	Lay	Reader:	his	first	sermon	in	church

was	greeted	with	a	round	of	applause,	such	was

its	impact	and	significance.

	

In	parallel,	Ted	Roberts	had	decided	that	the	time

was	right	to	re-launch	his	vision	for	indigenous

local	ordained	ministers	to	serve	in	urban	and

working-class	areas,	where	itinerant	professional

middle-class	vicars	tended	to	come	and	go	in

quick	succession.	(Whilst	the	priests	ordained	in

Bethnal	Green	in	the	early	1970’s	continued	to

exercise	their	ministry,	London	Diocese	had	not

followed	up	the	scheme.)	

	

Working	closely	with	Peter	Hall,	the	new	Bishop

of	Woolwich,	a	friend	on	the	Council	for	EUTP

(later	changed	to	UNLOCK)	and	Peter	Maurice,

the	Area	Dean,	(later	Bishop	of	Taunton),

permission	was	gained	to	prepare	a	training

course	which	would	lead	to	the	ordination	of

Snowy	Davoll	as	Local	Ordained	Minister.	The

ordination	of	Snowy	as	deacon	took	place	in	St.

James	Church	on	11th	December	1988	in	a

service	which	contained	a	considerable	number	of

“firsts.”	There	were	clowns,	there	were	children

standing	round	to	watch	the	laying-on	of	hands,

and	Snowy	had	invited	4	“sponsors”	to	play	a	role

in	the	service:	one	was	his	younger	son,	David,

and	the	other	three	were	people	he	had	known	as

young	club	helpers	at	Cambridge	University

Mission	-	Stan	Catton,	Bob	Gleaves	and	Kay

McBrien.	St.	James	Bermondsey	was	where	the

Southwark	scheme	for	Ordained	Local	Ministry

began!

	

Following	the	departure	of	Andy	Davey	to

become	Chaplain	of	Trinity	College	Cambridge,

Pam	Swift	arrived	as	our	first	woman	deacon	and,

at	the	same	time,	Colin	and	Anita	Smith	became

the	first	married	couple	in	England	to	be	ordained

together	as	deacon:	they	were	licensed	to	Ted

Roberts,	although	they	served	at	St.	Mary’s	and

St.Anne’s,	because	St.	Mary’s	was	without	a

Rector,	after	Tim	Wooderson	had	moved	on.

	

Back	at	the	building,	Tom	Hornsby	and	Ted

Roberts,	again	with	help	from	Dennis	Stevenson

and	Simon	Hughes	MP,	had	persuaded	the

London	Docklands	Development	Corporation

(LDDC)	in	1990	to	match	their	support	for
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churches	on	the	north	side	of	the	river	by	paying

for	the	whole	of	the	outside	stonework	and

brickwork	to	be	cleaned	and	repaired	–	from	top

to	bottom:	even	the	dragon	at	the	top	of	the

church	was	re-painted.	As	the	scaffolding,	which

had	shrouded	the	church	for	months,	came	down

the	transformation	of	the	exterior	was	stunning.

	

With	the	scaffolding	in	place,	the	opportunity	was

taken	to	provide	new	window	frames	at	all	levels

and	to	repair	those	which	did	not	have	to	be

replaced	(funded	by	English	Heritage).	At	the

same	time,	a	team	of	expert	enthusiasts	led	by

Roger	Booth	and	Robert	Cooles,	supported	by

local	volunteers,	installed	a	completely	new	set	of

eight	bells	in	a	new	metal	frame.	This	was	funded

by	the	sale	of	the	original	ten	bells	to	St.	James

Cathedral,	Toronto,	and	by	individual	donations.

This	led	to	the	start	of	an	active	bell-ringers	group

at	St.	James	led	by	Mike	and	Morag	Todd,	with

the	bells	rung	for	most	Sunday	morning	services.

They	subsequently	expanded	to	become	the

Docklands	Ringers,	serving	a	number	of	parishes

in	east	and	south-east	London	and	co-ordinated

by	Roger	Booth.

	

In	1990,	Ted	Roberts	was	invited	by	the	Bishop

of	Southwark	to	join	his	staff	in	order	to	establish

the	Southwark	scheme	for	training	Local

Ordained	Ministers	on	a	permanent	basis.	The

LOM	scheme	had	been	strongly	endorsed	in	the

national	report	of	1985,	Faith	in	the	City.	Ted	left

St.	James	and	St.	Anne’s	in	October	1990,	a	few

weeks	after	the	tragic	death	of	his	son,	Peter.

Archbishop	Trevor	Huddleston,	an	old	friend	of

the	family	from	Bethnal	Green	days,	preached	at

both	the	funeral	and	at	Ted	and	Audrey’s	final

service	in	St.	James.	Peter,	a	furniture	designer,

with	a	friend,	had	designed	and	built	for	the

church	a	pair	of	communion	tables	and	a	pair	of

portable	lecterns,	all	in	matching	oak.	The

lecterns	were	inscribed	with	tributes	to	Mike

Whinney,	the	first	vicar	of	the	“new	era”	after	the

building	was	re-opened,	and	Will	Spencer,	long-

time	club	helper	at	CUM	and	churchwarden	at	St.

James	in	the	1960’s	and	1970’s	–	“Friend	of	God

and	Friend	of	Bermondsey.”

	

The	new	communion	tables	began	life	in	the

centre	of	the	‘square’,	which	had	been	created	in

the	1960s	with	‘choir	stalls’	to	the	north	and

south.	But	with	Holy	Communion	becoming	the

main	service	twice	a	month	(instead	of	being

tagged	onto	a	Family	Service	each	week)

numbers	naturally	increased.	So	the	decision	was

taken,	again	under	Tom	Hornsby’s	guidance,	to

remove	the	‘choir	stalls’,	create	a	new	wooden

platform	over	the	whole	area	(whilst	marking	the

location	of	the	square	in	the	floor),	re-instating

the	communion	rails	and	gates	at	the	chancel

steps,	which	had	been	stored	in	the	Crypt	from	the

1960s,	and	place	the	pair	of	tables	at	the	very	east

end.	They	sat	beneath	a	newly	re-painted	text,

itself	below	the	painting	of	the	Ascension	–	‘Lo,	I

am	with	you	alway’.	Thank	you	to	Bill	Garlick.

At	the	same	time,	the	curtain	rail	which	had	been

used	to	encourage	people	to	sit	nearer	the	front

was	removed	once	and	for	all,	as	were	the	pews

that	had	been	located	behind	it.	Partitions	were

taken	down	in	order	to	make	it	much	easier	to

move	between	the	south	aisle	and	the	nave,	the

practice	began	of	having	the	big	doors	open	at	the

west	end	for	all	Sunday	services,	not	just	special

occasions.		

	

In	late	1991,	the	North	Aisle	which	had	been

empty	since	the	Air	Training	Corp	had	moved	out

was	let	to	Dr	David	Zigmond	for	use	as	a	GP

surgery.	This	“temporary	arrangement”	generated

a	good	source	of	income	for	the	PCC,	and	lasted
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until	July	2016	when	Dr	Zigmond	retired.	

	

After	Ted	left,	it	took	a	whole	year	before	our

next	vicar	was	installed,	but	Colin	and	Anita

Smith	provided	valuable	cover	along	with	Snowy

and	Bill.	Stuart	Wilmot	arrived	from	Milton

Keynes	with	his	wife	Sue	and	children	Nathan

and	Naomi;	Stuart	had	served	previously	in

Brixton	and	Spitalfields.	With	Snowy	and	Sybil

firmly	settled	in	2,	Thurland	Road,	Stuart	and	Sue

followed	Ted	and	Audrey	into	10,	Thorburn

Square.	

	

Stuart	started	off	as	Priest-in	Charge	of	both	St.

Anne’s	and	St.	James,	with	Jolyon	Bradshaw

having	the	same	status	at	St.	Mary’s.	The

Bermondsey	Group	Ministry	was	formally

established	in	May	1996,	with	Salmon	Youth

Centre,	the	new	name	for	CUM	under	its	new

Warden,	Revd.	Bob	Mayo,	also	a	member	of	the

Group.	At	this	point	Stuart	and	Joly	were	given

the	freeholds	of	their	respective	parishes.	In	the

same	period,	the	long-planned	mergers	of	St.

Augustine’s	parish	with	St.	Anne’s	and	the

subdivision	of	St.	Crispin’s	parish	between	St.

Mary’s	Rotherhithe	and	St.	James	finally	took

effect,	thus	considerably	increasing	the	number	of

people	in	the	pastoral	care	of	the	Vicar	of	St.

James	with	Christchurch	and	St	Crispin	and	St.

Anne	with	St.	Augustine.	Stuart	also	served	as

Area	Dean	for	Bermondsey	from	1997	–	2000.	

	

In	1993,	Colin	and	Anita	Smith	moved	to

Brockley.	(From	there	they	moved	to	Kenya

where	Anita	worked	at	Nairobi's	cathedral	and

Colin	in	the	slums	of	Kibera,	training	indigenous

Christian	leaders.	On	their	return	to	England,

Anita	is	a	vicar	in	Banbury	and	Colin	works	for

CMS).	Then	the	Diocese	agreed	to	the

exceptional	step	of	putting	Snowy	“on	the

payroll”	as	a	curate.	Snowy	began	to	concentrate

on	St.	Anne’s,	where	Sybil	served	another	period

as	churchwarden.	They	retired	from	St.	Anne’s	in

1998	and	moved	to	a	house	in	Rotherhithe

purchased	by	the	Church	Commissioners.	They

joined	the	congregation	of	Holy	Trinity,	but

Snowy	still	carried	out	Sunday	services,	weddings

and	funerals	at	St.	James	and	St.	Anne.	In	2003,

they	moved	to	another	Church	Commissioners’

house	in	Hereford,	having	just	celebrated	their

golden	wedding	anniversary,	thirty	six	years	of

which	had	been	spent	in	the	service	of	the

Kingdom	of	God	in	Bermondsey.

	

In	October	1994,	Richard	Bainbridge	arrived	as

the	new	curate	for	St.	James.	Richard	was

different	from	all	previous	curates	in	several

ways.	He	was	older,	married	with	three	teenage

children	and	lived	in	his	own	home	in	Peckham,

where	he	continued	to	live	and	his	family

continued	to	worship.	The	son	of	a	clergyman,

Richard’s	previous	employment	was	in	various

different	types	of	provision	of	training	for

Christian	lay	people.	His	gentleness	and	his

commitment	to	visiting	and	teaching,	coupled

with	his	life	experience	more	than	compensated

for	not	living	in	the	parish	and	he	was	very

influential	and	much	loved	at	St.	James.	Richard’s

wife,	Christine,	was	ordained	while	Richard	was

with	St.	James	and	both	went	on	to	serve	as

incumbents	in	different	parishes	in	SE	London

before	retiring.

	

With	Stuart,	Richard	and	Snowy	all	committed	to

the	principle	of	ordained	local	ministry,	and	with

the	Southwark	scheme	now	fully	operational

under	the	direction	of	Stephen	Lyon,	the	scene

was	set	for	Bill	Garlick	and	Stan	Catton	to	start

training	as	Ordained	Local	Ministers.	Two	pre-

requisites	for	this	were	the	existence	of	a	Ministry
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Team	to	demonstrate	“collaborative	ministry”	and

the	clear	endorsement	of	the	congregation	through

the	PCC.	A	crucial	ingredient	in	the	scheme	was

that	the	training	and	the	preparation	for	ministry

was	all	done	in	the	context	of	the	local	parish.

Both	preached	regularly	and	received	support	in

many	different	ways,	especially	from	Stuart

Wilmot,	who	spent	hours	encouraging	and

advising	them	individually.	Both	had	support

groups	drawn	from	the	congregation.	With	Bill

one	year	ahead	of	Stan	on	the	course,	the

congregation	enjoyed	four	ordinations	over	three

years,	starting	on	27th	September	1998	with	Bill’s

ordination	as	deacon	and	ending	on	7th	October

2000	with	Stan’s	ordination	as	Priest	at	the

Chapel	of	the	Royal	Naval	College	in	Greenwich.

Both	“priestings”	were	performed	by	Colin

Buchanan,	Bishop	of	Woolwich,	and	assisted	by

Douglas	Bartles-Smith,	Archdeacon	of

Southwark.	Douglas	had	been	present	at	Snowy’s

ordination	in	1988	and	proved	a	tremendous

friend	and	support	to	St.	James	until	his

retirement	in	2003.

	

The	next	stage	of	the	refurbishment	of	the

building	took	place	from	2000	-	2002.	Central	to

this	was	the	full	scale	restoration	of	the	Bishop

Organ	to	its	original	condition.	This	was	carried

out	by	the	firm	of	Goetze	and	Gwynn	with	funds

from	English	Heritage	(85%	in	this	case)	and

private	and	charitable	donations.	At	the	same	time

the	building	was	redecorated	internally	from	top

to	bottom,	new	lighting	and	electrical	circuits

were	installed	and	new	glazed	partitions	were

provided	at	the	West	End	to	create	a	new	chapel

and	to	link	the	creche	room	with	the	rest	of	the

church.	This	work	was	all	carried	out	by	external

contractors	at	a	cost	of	£425,000.	

	

Alongside	this,	‘local	labour’	(led	by	Stan	Catton

and	co-ordinated	by	churchwarden	Bob	Gleaves

and	assisted	during	the	1990s	by	Community

Services	(part	of	the	Inner	London	Probation

Service))	was	used	to	clear	and	clean	the	crypt,

refurbish	the	kitchen	and	create	a	new	clergy

vestry	and	a	store	cupboard	in	the	South	Aisle.

The	transformation	was	praised	by	many	people.	

	

Into	the	new	Millennium

In	May	2000	Stuart	Wilmot	suffered	a	mild	stroke

and	had	to	take	3	months	off	work.	A	new	curate,

working	primarily	at	St.	Anne’s,	Martin	Miller,

had	arrived	in	1999	and	Stuart’s	illness	put

considerable	pressure	onto	him,	Bill	and	Stan,

although	Snowy	was	still	available	to	assist	(and

frequently	did).	Stuart	returned	to	light	duties	but

never	recovered	fully.	He	announced	his

resignation	at	the	Annual	Meeting	in	2002	and	left

shortly	afterwards	for	retirement	in	Somerset.	The

process	to	recruit	a	vicar	of	St.	James	and	St.

Anne’s	“in	plurality”	started	in	the	summer	and	an

appointment	was	announced	in	November	2002.

Stewart	Hartley	was	inducted	on	4th	May	2003.

Stewart	(with	his	wife	Rosemary	and	daughter

Jude)	came	from	Nelson	in	Blackburn	Diocese

where	they	had	served	two	parishes	for	over	18

years,	thus	were	experienced	in	many	aspects	of

ministry	relevant	to	St.	James	and	St.	Anne’s.

Both	Rosemary	and	Stewart	knew	Bishop	Colin

Buchanan	from	their	time	at	St.	John’s

Nottingham.	

	

Adrian	Greenwood	stepped	down	from	his	second

9	year	term	of	office	as	Churchwarden	in	2004,	to

give	way	to	a	new	team	of	Pat	O	Connor	and

Roger	Moyneux.	They	were	to	remain	in	post

together	until	2015.	Roger	was	an	architect	by

profession,	specialising	in	church	buildings,	who

had	moved	into	the	area	from	Kent	in	2003.	His

wife,	Penny,	was	a	Licensed	Lay	Reader	from
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Rochester	Diocese	and	soon	joined	the	ministry

team	and	became	a	Governor	of	the	School.

Adrian	had	been	elected	to	General	Synod	in

2000	and	became	Lay	Chair	of	Bermondsey

Deanery	Synod	in	2004	and	Southwark	Diocesan

Synod	in	2006.	Having	taken	early	retirement	in

2010,	he	undertook	the	3	year	training	course	and

was	licensed	as	a	Lay	Reader	to	the	parishes	in

October	2014.

	

With	Martin	and	his	wife	Lucy	and	children

already	living	in	Thurland	Road,	Stewart	and

Rosemary	moved	to	Thorburn	Square.	They	made

an	immediate	impact	running	Alpha	courses	in	the

autumn	of	2003	and	2004	and	with	Rosemary

setting	up	a	parent	and	toddler	group	with	Kate

Caroe	(another	former	resident	from	Salmon

Youth	Centre)	called	Little	Angels.	

	

But	as	ever	in	parish	life,	other	things	were

happening.	Martin	and	Lucy	Miller	moved	to	a

parish	in	Newhaven	in	May	2005	(where	they

remain).	Their	role	at	St.	Anne's	was	covered	for	a

time	on	a	part	time	basis	by	Louise	Vincer,	who

combined	her	ministry	with	motherhood	and

being	married	to	a	Vicar	of	a	parish	in	Newington.

They	all	moved	to	the	Diocese	of	Lincoln	in

2011.	Mary	Crump	died	in	2007,	still	working	at

St.	Anne’s.	Snowy	and	Sybil	moved	to	Hereford

in	2003	and	Bill	and	Vanessa	Garlick	moved	to

Arundel	in	2006.	Both	had	been	very	badly

injured	in	a	near	fatal	road	accident	in	2001,	from

which	they	continued	to	suffer	some	residual

impairment.

	

On	the	other	side	of	the	coin,	so	to	speak,	the

Gedling	Mission	Hall	was	sold	for	redevelopment

into	flats	and	some	of	their	members	joined	St

James	(notably	David	and	Pam	Gilbert)	bringing

across	their	Monday	Fellowship	and	supporting

the	very	informal	Sunday	Evening	Service.	And

an	African	led	Christian	fellowship	(Rhema,

linked	to	Kensington	Temple)	was	given

permission	to	use	the	building	for	worship	on

Sunday	afternoons	and	Wednesday	evenings.

	

New	developments

As	part	of	the	Master	Plan	known	as	Bermondsey

Spa	Regeneration	Area,	the	land	to	the	east	and

west	of	the	building	was	re-developed	for	mixed

tenure	flats,	with	much	of	the	development	led	by

Hyde	Housing	Association.	As	part	of	this,	the

Parish	Room	at	30	St	James	Road	was	sold	in

exchange	for	purpose	built	nursery	premises	at

the	foot	of	one	of	the	blocks	of	flats.	Also,	the

Diocese	commissioned	Roger	Molyneux,	to

design	a	new	vicarage	at	2	Thurland	Road,	as	part

of	a	joint	scheme	with	the	Southwark	&	London

Diocesan	Housing	Association	to	provide	8	flats

for	‘social	rent’.	This	scheme	was	finally	ready

for	occupation	in	late	2012,	just	in	time	for	the

next	Vicar.	The	block	of	flats	was	named	Dickens

Whinney	House,	jointly	reflecting	North

Southwark	as	the	setting	for	many	of	Charles

Dickens’	novels	and	in	honour	of	Mike	Whinney,

who	was	actually	a	descendant	of	Charles

Dickens.

	

The	Bermondsey	Spa	Master	Plan	(and	the

forthcoming	London	Olympics)	provided	a	much

needed	boost	to	the	ambitious	plans	to	redevelop

the	Salmon	Youth	Centre.	With	demolition

starting	in	late	2005	and	the	resident	community

temporarily	occupying	2	Thurland	Road	after	the

Millers	left,	the	phased	development	was	handed

over	for	use	between	2008	and	2010.	Salmon

Youth	Centre	is	now		the	largest	purpose	built

youth	club	in	the	country,	occupying	8	stories,	4

of	which	are	for	the	community	of	resident

volunteers	who	still	live	there		–	8	bed-sitters	and
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a	2	bedroom	staff	flat	on	the	top	floor.	Adrian

Greenwood,	who	had	served	as	a	Trustee	for	the

development	period,	became	Chair	of	Trustees	in

August	2010,	after	the	new	building	was	finally

handed	over.	Salmon	provides	amazing	and

specialist	facilities	for	youth	work	in	the	area.		

	

Meanwhile	Stewart	Hartley	had	become	Chair	of

Governors	of	the	struggling	Alma	Primary

School,	in	Alexis	Street	in	the	southern	end	of	St

James	Parish,	while	Simon	Hughes	MP	chaired

the	governing	body	at	St	James.	Together	they

appointed	Karen	Willis	to	become	the	new	Head

teacher	in	succession	to	Susan	Robinson,	who

retired	on	grounds	of	ill	health	after	17	years	in

post.	After	continued	difficulties	at	Alma,	Karen

Willis	was	invited	by	the	local	authority	to

become	acting	Head	of	Alma	and	in	due	course,

the	Schools	formally	merged	to	form	a	2	site	two

form-entry	Church	of	England	primary	school.

This	merger	took	considerable	perseverance	to

see	through	and	is	one	of	the	lasting	legacies	from

the	Hartley’s	time.

	

The	other	main	legacy,	also	completed	in	his	final

year	(2011/12)	was	the	formation	of	the	two

parishes	of	St.	Anne	and	St.	James	into	a	United

Benefice.	Stewart	announced	his	well-deserved

retirement	in	April	2012	and	left	shortly	after	the

end	of	the	London	Olympics	in	August	2012.	His

careful	planning,	especially	with	Archdeacon	and

subsequently,	Bishop	Michael	Ipgrave,	meant	that

a	new	appointment	was	announced	in	July	2012	–

i.e.	remarkably,	before	Stewart	had	actually	left.

	

The	new	Vicar,	Canon	Gary	Jenkins,	born	and

bred	in	Battersea,	arrived	with	his	wife,	Ruth,	(but

not	their	2	grown	up	daughters)	into	the	new

Vicarage	at	Thurland	Road	in	December	2012.

Gary	had	always	served	in	Southwark	Diocese

moving	from	West	Norwood,	to	the	St	Helier

Estate	in	Morden	and	on	to	Holy	Trinity,	Redhill.

His	first	12	months	were	a	whirlwind	of	activity

with,	amongst	other	things	–	the	creation	of	an

office	at	the	west	end	of	the	church	(in	the	area

that	had	latterly	been	used	for	evening	services)

and	the	appointment	of	a	Benefice	Administrator;

the	installation	of	electronic	screens	in	the	nave

(funded	by	a	legacy	from	Roy	Mendham)	and	the

laying	of	new	carpet	at	the	west	-	end;	the	running

of	a	9	month	Bermondsey	Christian	Training

which	was	very	well	attended	and,	to	round	off

the	year,	the	appointment	of	his	former	colleague

from	Morden,	Captain	Paul	Warren	of	the	Church

Army	to	work	across	the	United	Benefice	as

‘Urban	Missioner’	with	special	responsibility	for

St.	Anne’s	on	Sundays.	Paul	and	his	wife	Mandy

and	3	adult	children,	Emily,	Hannah	and	Daniel

moved	into	10	Thorburn	Square	in	September

2013.		

	

Having	worked	together	before,	Gary	and	Paul

moved	swiftly	to	establish	a	regular	Men’s

Breakfast	on	Saturday	mornings,	with	guest

speakers;	and	to	greatly	strengthen	the	links	with

St.	James	School,	maintaining		services	in	church

for	the	whole	school	population	11	times	a	year

and	a	strong	programme	of	weekly	school

assembles	(on	both	sites)	together	with	a	weekly

Christian	after-school	club	called	Bible	Zone,	and

a	new	Faith	Committee	of	the	school	governing

body	with	a	brief	to	oversee	collective	worship,

religious	education	and	the	Christian	character	of

the	school.		From	2016	they	led	an	ambitious

programme	called	Schools	Week	bringing	15

classes	of	children	from	St	James	and	Riverside

Primary	Schools	(450	in	all)	into	the	church

building	to	learn	about	the	events	of	Holy	Week

&	Easter	(2016)	and	‘What	happened	Next’

(2017),	focusing	on	the	events	of	the	Ascension,
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Pentecost,	and	the	inauguration	of	mission;	and

‘How	God	speaks	to	us’	(2018),	focusing	on	the

Bible,	Baptism,	and	Holy	Communion.

	

In	2014,	a	new	curate	arrived,	Jos	Downey,	son	of

the	Revd	Stewart	Downey.	Jos	had	been	a

research	scientist	by	profession,	specialising	in

medical	ethics,	and	with	a	heart	for	evangelism

amongst	overseas	students.	He	lived	in	the	top	flat

at	Salmon	Youth	Centre	where	he	combined	his

parish	ministry	with	serving	as	Chaplain	to	the

Centre	with	a	special	responsibility	for	Salmon

Sunday,	the	programme	for	Christian	discipleship

amongst	young	people.	This	has	included	taking

young	people	to	Soul	Survivor.	

	

Further	Developments	by	Gary	Jenkins

Soon	after	Jos	departed	to	work	for	a	missionary

society	in	September	2017,	St	James	and	St	Anne,

was	joined	by	the	Revd	Simon	Lewis,	Dean	of	the

St	Anselm’s	Community	at	Lambeth	Palace,	to

serve	as	a	(part-time)	non-stipendiary	curate,	and

then	in	July	2018,	by	the	Revd	Jacob	Mercer,	who

came	to	serve	as	a	(full-time)	stipendiary	curate

following	theological	training	at	Wycliffe	Hall,

Oxford.	Both	were	a	great	asset	to	us	alongside

our	ministry	team	that	included	Paul	Warren	as

Urban	Missioner,	Penny	Molyneux	and	Adrian

Greenwood	as	Readers,	and	our	ever-resourceful

Benefice	Administrator,	Ruth	Reid.		

	

Substantial	improvements	to	the	Churchyard	in

2013	opened	up	new	opportunities	for	the	life	and

witness	of	the	church.	A	new	public	square,	paved

in	York	stone,	was	created	in	front	of	the	church.

The	railings	in	Thurland	Road	were	removed,	a

new	pedestrian	entrance	to	the	churchyard	facing

Frean	Street	was	created,	and	the	vehicle

entrances	from	Thurland	Rd	into	the	churchyard

were	widened	to	ease	the	access	of	funeral

corteges	and	wedding	cars.	The	remodeled

churchyard	offered	the	opportunity	for	open	air

services	on	Sunday	morning	which	became	a

regular	feature	of	church	life.	These	included	an

annual	service	in	the	morning	of	the	Deanery

confirmation	service	featuring	adults	baptized	by

immersion	in	an	inflatable	pool,	set	up	in	the

churchyard	in	front	of	the	portico,	which	provided

a	natural	stage	for	musicians,	preachers	and

service	leaders.	In	addition,	a	number	of

community	fun	days	took	place	including	one	in

celebration	of	the	Queen’s	90th	birthday	and

another	in	aid	of	a	project	to	create	a		new

Joyslide	for	the	churchyard.
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The	location	of	a	new	church	office	close	to	the

church	narthex	meant	that	the	church	could	be

open	during	the	day	whenever	the	administrator

was	present,	and	other	sessions	of	‘Open	Church’

staffed	by	volunteers	further	extended	the	periods

during	the	week	when	local	people	could	enter	the

building.	In	2017,	a	community	café,	Bermondsey

Brew,	on	Monday	afternoons	became	a	significant

meeting	place	for	a	wide	range	of	people	from	the

very	young	to	the	very	old,	representing	the	wide

range	of	people	who	live	in	Bermondsey.

	

A	further	round	of	repairs	on	the	building	took

place	from	2016.	Aided	by	a	grant	of	£100,000

from	the	Government	funded	Listed	Places	of

Worship	Roof	Repair	Fund,	the	Nave	was	re-

roofed	in	2016.	Then,	for	much	of	2018	the	bell

tower	was	encased	in	scaffolding.	Funding	from

the	National	Heritage	Lottery	Fund	of	£237,000,

together	with	grants	from	the	Heritage	of	London

Trust	and	the	Marshalls	Charity	enabled	the

stonework	on	the	bell	tower	to	be	repaired,	the

clock	faces	repainted	and	the	clock	mechanism

overhauled,	the	dragon	weathervane	repaired	and

re-gilded,	the	ceiling	of	the	portico	repaired	and

repainted,	and	the	opportunity	was	taken	to

replace	the	two	‘Scriptural	Panels’	on	the	west

front	of	the	church.	

	

The	original	panels	had	been	badly	worn	and

corroded	and	were	difficult	to	read.	The	existing

set	of	texts	read	‘One	Lord,	one	faith,	one

baptism'	and	’One	God	and	Father	of	us	all'	and

beneath	them	could	be	read	the	previous	set	of

texts	(‘We	preach	not	ourselves	but	Jesus	Christ

as	Lord	'	and	'Christ	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to

save	sinners’).	For	the	refurbishment	a	third	set	of

texts	were	selected	and	painted	on	boards.	These

read:	“Jesus	said	‘I	am	the	Way,	the	Truth	and	the

Life’”	and	“Jesus	said	‘Come	to	me	and	I	will

give	you	rest.’”	They	were	designed,	firstly,	to

proclaim	who	Jesus	is,	and,	secondly,	to	offer	his

invitation	to	come	to	him.

	

In	September	2017	the	church	hosted	a

celebration	of	the	50th	anniversary	of	the	re-

opening	of	the	church	for	public	worship	and	the

beginning	of	Michael	Whinney’s	incumbency

which	included	a	fresh	infusion	of	spiritual	life

from	the	young	people	of	the	CUM	congregation

who	moved	to	St	James	at	that	time.

	

In	the	new	Millennium	St	James	moved	into	the

digital	age	with	a	church	website,	a	Twitter

account,	a	Facebook	presence,	and	a	vicar’s	blog,

'BermondseyVicar',	which	functioned	as	a	kind	of

updated	digital	parish	magazine,	sharing	news	of

church	activities	with	the	wider	parish.	At	the

time	of	writing	Bermondsey	Vicar	has	received	a

total	of	200,000	visits.

	

	

The	Changing	Face	of	Bermondsey	by	Adrian

Greenwood

With	all	this	change	within	the	life	of	the	church,

what	was	happening	in	Bermondsey	itself?	Back

in	1979,	most	housing	in	Bermondsey	was	owned

by	Southwark	Council	or	the	Greater	London

Council.		Southwark	Council	had	taken	over	from

Bermondsey	Borough	Council	in	1965,	which

had	been	a	pioneer	in	the	development	of	good

quality	council	housing	in	the	1920s	and	1930s,

under	the	inspired	leadership	of	Ada	and	Alfred

Salter.	The	GLC	was	abolished	in	1985	and	its

housing	transferred	to	Southwark	Council.

Responsibility	for	local	schools	also	passed	to	the

Council	from	the	ILEA	in	1986.	Virtually	no-one

owned	a	home	in	Bermondsey	because	there	were

so	few	available;	those	who	wanted	to	own	their

own	home	usually	moved	away	to	SE	London
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(Bexleyheath,	Eltham,	Sidcup,	Welling).	

	

In	1980	the	Conservative	government	introduced

the	Right	To	Buy	for	council	tenants	and	thus

began	a	long	transformation	of	the	local	housing

market.	After	a	slow	start,	many	tenants	exercised

their	RTB	but	most	chose	to	stay	in	the	area,	at

least	until	the	arrival	of	the	Jubilee	Line	in	2000.

Meanwhile,	there	were	two	other	trends	affecting

the	local	housing	market.	On	the	one	hand,	the

letting	policies	of	the	Council	were	changing

significantly	with	much	greater	emphasis	on

meeting	housing	need	across	the	whole	of

Southwark	and	achieving	equality	of	opportunity

and	much	less	emphasis	on	housing	those	with	a

prior	local	connection	in	Bermondsey,	such	as

sons	and	daughters	of	existing	tenants.	This	has

led	to	many	people	of	black	and	minority	ethnic

origin,	especially	of	African	origin,	moving	into

Bermondsey	from	the	early	1990s	onwards.	This

trend	later	increased	in	the	2000s	with	the

decanting	of	large	estates	such	as	the	Gloucester

Grove	estate	in	Peckham	and	the	Heygate	at	the

Elephant	&	Castle.

	

In	parallel,	the	London	Docklands	Development

Corporation	(LDDC)	which	had	been	created	in

1981	and	had	vested	in	it	many	of	the	riverside

wharves	and	docks,	was	providing	new

opportunities	for	affordable	home	ownership

aimed	at	Council	tenants,	who	agreed	to	give	up

their	tenancies,	especially	on	the	Rotherhithe

Peninsula.	The	Surrey	Docks	area	was	renamed

Surrey	Quays,	when	the	huge	shopping	centre
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was	opened	in	the	early	90s.	The	LDDC	also

encouraged	the	conversion	of	riverside

warehouses	into	upmarket	private	housing,

some	of	it	(e.g.	Mill	Street)	in	the	parish	of	St.

James.	New	homes	along	the	riverfront	such

as	Butlers’	Wharf	where	Sir	Terence	Conran

opened	several	restaurants	and	Hays	Galleria

brought	a	lot	more	wealth	and	new	people	into

the	area.	Prime	Minister	Tony	Blair	famously

entertained	President	Bill	Clinton	at	the

Conran	restaurant,	Pont	de	la	Tour	during	the

1990s.	For	most	of	the	1990s	the	newcomers

kept	themselves	to	themselves	and	did	not

integrate	with	the	local	community,	often

leaving	London	at	the	weekends;	there	were

no	children	being	raised	in	these	new	homes.		

	

The	whole	situation	took	on	a	new	dimension

when	the	Jubilee	Line	underground	station

was	opened	in	the	year	2000.	Westminster	was

four	stops	to	the	west	and	the	emerging

business	and	banking	centre	of	Canary	Wharf,

in	the	Isle	of	Dogs,	was	2	stops	to	the	east

with	Stratford	and	the	Olympic	Park	only	a

few	more	stops	further	on.	Property	prices

soared	and	many	of	the	Bermondsey	families,

who	had	bought	their	council	homes	and

stayed,	now	sold	up,	or	put	their	flat	up	for

rent,	and	moved	to	the	suburbs	or	countryside.

A	new	feature	appeared	in	Bermondsey,	not

seen	for	many	years	–	the	private	landlord.

And	their	tenants	were	mostly	single	young

professionals	from	all	parts	of	the	world.	

	

This	rise	in	property	values	was	one	of	the

stimuli	for	the	Council	sponsored	Bermondsey

Spa	Regeneration	Area;	a	second	were	the

policies	of	the	new	London	Mayor,	Ken

Livingstone,	and	the	Deputy	Prime	Minister,

John	Prescott,	working	at	the	Department	of

Communities	and	Local	Government,	whose

new	vision	for	London	envisaged	areas	like

Bermondsey	which	traditionally	had	been

described	as	‘inner	London’	moving	upmarket	to

become	part	of	a	much	wider	zone	of	‘central

London’.	So	housing	densities	for	new

developments	were	substantially	increased,	mostly

by	increasing	the	heights	of	new	buildings	and

building	to	the	back	edge	of	pavements	allowing	for

little	or	no	green	or	communal	spaces	for	the

residents.	Policies	which	ran	totally	counter	to	those

of	Ada	Salter	as	she	forged	the	concept	of	Council

Housing	during	the	‘Bermondsey	Revolution’	of	the

1920s	and	1930s.		Although	Bermondsey	Spa

started	off	with	very	good	intentions	of	building

‘mixed	and	sustainable	communities’,	all

developments	followed	these	new	planning

guidelines	and	by	2010	many	developments	were

providing	housing	at	prices	way	beyond	the	reach

of	those	on	average	incomes	in	London,	let	alone

Bermondsey.	The	concept	of	building	homes	for

local	people	to	contribute	to	their	local	community

just	seemed	to	have	vanished.	

	

On	the	positive	side,	planning	gain	monies	from

local	developments	have	been	used	to	significantly

upgrade	the	Churchyard	as	a	key	local	amenity

space	and	a	key	pedestrian	thoroughfare	to	and	from

the	tube	station	and	bus	stops	on	Jamaica	Road.

With	many	more	people	walking	past	the	Church

building	each	day,	there	has	been	a	concerted	effort

to	have	the	building	open	more	to	passers-by	and

there	is	a	long-term	aim	to	have	the	building	open	to

the	public	every	day	for	most	daylight	hours.	In

2016,	a	campaign	was	launched	to	provide	a	new

‘joy-slide	for	the	21st	century’	to	commemorate	the

famous	slide	that	was	provide	by	Peek	Freans	and

opened	by	Arthur	Carr	and	Ada	Salter	in	1921.

	

Thus,	with	the	rapid	expansion	of	Borough	Market

at	London	Bridge	into	a	‘foodie	paradise’	and	cafes

and	restaurants	popping	up	in	large	numbers,	places

like	Bermondsey	Street	(where	St	Mary’s

Bermondsey	stands)	were	totally	transformed	to

become	unrecognisable	to	those	who	lived	in

Bermondsey	in	the	70s	and	80s	(even	the	90s).
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Bermondsey	had	become	both	very	‘trendy’	and

very	expensive.	Outside	St	James	Church,	the

railway	arches	which	for	years	had	been	dirty	and

downbeat,		were	refurbished	and	attracted	new

food	industries	–	microbreweries;	cheese	and

bread	making;	specialist	butchers,	green-grocers

and	coffee	shops	–	all	gathered	together	under	the

strap-line	of	‘Spa	Terminus’.			One	historical	twist

to	this	latest	development	was	that	Bermondsey

had	been	known	until	the	1950s	and	60s	as	the

‘food	larder’	or	‘bread	basket’	of	London.	After

the	closure	and	re-location	of	all	the	factories	(the

Courage	brewery,	Hartleys,	Pearce	Duffs,	Peek

Freans,	Sarsons	etc.)	it	is	fascinating	to	see	these

food	manufacturing	industries	returning	to	the

railway	arches,	albeit	for	niche/top-end	clients

rather	than	the	mass	market.	

	

The	statistics	from	the	2011	Census	showed	how

much	the	population	of	the	parish	of	St.	James

had	changed.	Since	the	2001	census	the	parish

population	had	increased	by	26%	to	11,500.	Of

these,	56%	were	aged	between	17	and	44,	with

18%	each	aged	under	17	and	in	the	45	–	64	age

category.	The	census	also	showed	that	34%	of	the

parish	population	were	from	a	minority	ethnic

background	(slightly	less	than	the	Diocesan

average);	that	47%	of	households	were	socially

rented;	that	64%	of	households	had	no	access	to	a

car;	and	that	42%	of	households	with	children

were	single	parent	households.	Despite	a	growing

number	of	middle	class	households	(the	census

showed	that	15%	of	households	are	headed	by

someone	with	a	higher	managerial,	administrative

and	professional	occupation),	St	James’s	parish

remains	ranked	among	the	ten	per	cent	most

deprived	nationally.

	

And	change	was	continuing	apace	after	the	date

of	the	Census,	with	new	housing	being	built

around	the	Salmon	Youth	Centre,	off	Neckinger

(including	the	former	Bermondsey	Town	hall	sold

off	by	the	Council	for	luxury	housing),	on	the	old

Pearce	Duff	site	and	at	Chambers	Wharf,	plus	on

smaller	‘in-fill'	sites.	In	2014,	the	Grosvenor	Estate

acquired	the	huge	site	of	the	former	Peek	Freans

biscuit	factory.	And	at	a	similar	time	British	Land

acquired	the	site	of	the	retail	and	entertainment

parks	at	Surrey	Quays	for	a	massive	new

development	of	3,000	new	homes	(10,000	new

residents).	So	much	more	to	come.

	

In	2015	Bermondsey	suffered	some	serious	losses.

In	the	space	of	a	few	weeks,	Simon	Hughes	lost	his

seat	at	the	General	Election	after	32	years	of

outstanding	service,	the	likes	of	which	are	unlikely

to	be	seen	again;	Barry	Albin-Dyer,	the	managing

director	of	the	well	renowned	family	firm	of	funeral

directors	died	after	a	long	fight	with	brain	cancer,

and	Stan	&	Pat	Catton	announced	their	intention	to

leave	Bermondsey	for	Sidcup	to	join	their	children

and	grand-children;	Stan	&	Pat	had	spent	the	whole

of	their	lives	in	Bermondsey.	In	January	2019,

Beattie	Martin,	the	last	member	of	the	congregation

from	the	1967	era,	died	aged	94.	Her	faithful

discipleship	and	witness	to	Christ	had	been	an

inspiration	to	many.

	

	

Reflecting	back	and	looking	forward	to	2029

There	is	little	doubt	that	St.	James	Bermondsey	has

had	an	inspiring	history	of	Christian	ministry	and

mission.	From	the	largest	Sunday	Schools	in

London	in	the	1870s,	to	the	remarkable	ministry	of

George	Balleine	from	1908	–	1938,	through	the

amazing	re-birth	in	1967	(a	very	early	example	of

‘church-planting’	when	the	young	Christians	and

volunteer	workers	of	CUM	formed	the	nucleus	of

the	new	congregation)	to	pioneering	Ordained

Local	Ministry	in	Southwark	Diocese,	God	has

clearly	used	St.	James	in	fresh	expressions	of	urban

mission	–	faith	in	the	city.	

	

But	what	of	the	future?	Bermondsey	has	become	a

much	more	fluid	and	multi-cultural	place,	although
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those	of	non-Christian	faiths	still	remain	below

10%.	The	population	is	much	more	fragmented

and	transient.	At	one	end	of	the	scale,	there	is	a

significant	group	of	people	living	on	council	and

housing	association	estates	on	very	low	incomes

and	enduring	multiple	disadvantages;	many	others

on	these	estates	are	young	professionals	working

very	long	hours	and	renting	on	short-term	lets

from	absentee	landlords,	many	from	different

parts	of	Europe.	There	is	a	group	of	longer	term

residents,	both	renters	and	owner	-	occupiers	on

council	estates	and	in	surrounding	housing	whose

roots	into	the	area	are	deep,	but	this	is	a

diminishing	group	which		is	not	being	replaced	by

similar	people	(because	house	prices	are	so	high).

And	there	is	a	relatively	small	group	of	people

who	are	substantially	better	off	and	can	afford	to

buy	into	the	area	at	the	inflated	prices,	some	of

whom	have	with	second	homes	elsewhere.	It	is

too	early	to	say	whether	they	will	stay	and	put

their	children	into	local	schools,	especially

secondary	schools	(all	of	which	are	either

Academies	or	private/fee-paying).	The	gap

between	the	rich	and	the	poor	is	widening	on

several	fronts.

	

The	congregation	of	St	James	has	grown	since

2010,	mostly	due	to	African	Christians	attending,

but	the	size	of	the	core	membership	has	been

shrinking	over	the	same	period.	The	focus	of	most

activity	has	moved	from	midweek	meetings	to	the

Sunday	morning	service,	partly	because	of	the

pressures	of	work	on	family	life;	although	this	has

started	to	be	reversed	under	Gary	Jenkins	with	his

Bermondsey	Christian	Training.	Nevertheless,	the

challenges	of	organising	systematic	study	of	the

Scriptures	as	the	basis	for	discipleship	and

providing	opportunities	for	regular	prayer	and

pastoral	fellowship	are	daunting.	The	Church	is

still	not	involved	in	any	significant	way	with

programmes	of	service	or	outreach	to	the	local

community,	other	than	via	the	School,	which	only

involves	a	few	members	of	the	congregation	of

St.	James.	

	

With	the	external	fabric	of	the	building	restored	to

substantially	good	condition	through	the	works

carried	out	between	2016	and	2018,	attention	will

turn	to	re-ordering	the	interior	(and	possibly

bringing	into	regular	use	the	Crypt)	in	order	to

provide	the	best	and	maximum	space	for

welcoming	people	to	attend	throughout	the	week

and	on	Sundays	for	inspiring	worship,	effective

prayer	and	discipleship,	generous	hospitality	and

community	engagement.

	

This	is	because	churches	are	one	of	the	few	places

in	Bermondsey	(if	not	London	as	a	whole)	where

people	of	different	ethnic,	age	and	social

backgrounds	can	meet	on	equal	terms;	and	even

more	so	in	the	equality	that	Christ	offers	–	John	3:

16;	Romans	3:	23	and	Galatians	3:	28.	So	there	is

a	huge	opportunity	for	building	community,

making	known	the	Good	News	of	Jesus	and

helping	to	build	His	Kingdom	here	amongst

peoples	of	all	nations	in	the	midst	of	Bermondsey.

	

So,	to	end,	a	few	questions	and	challenges	as	the

congregation	looks	forward	to	the	bi-centenary	in

2029:

Where	will	the	next	generation	of	lay	leaders

come	from?	Will	they	live	in	the	area	and	how

will	they	take	forward	the	challenges	of	mission

and	ministry	to	the	very	wide	range	and

increasing	numbers	of	younger	people	living	in

the	parish	from	different	backgrounds?

Can	the	interior	be	re-ordered,	and	perhaps	the

Crypt	brought	back	into	use,	in	ways	which	mean
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the	building	can	be	open	to	the	community	for

most	of	the	week	while	remaining	a	place	of

vibrant	Christian	worship,	teaching	and

discipleship?

Will	fresh	expressions	of	church	flow	out	of	the

congregations	into	the	parish?

Might	new	Kingdom	-	based	projects	of

community	outreach	and	social	justice	be	based	at

St	James	or	supported	elsewhere	in	the	parish

(perhaps	in	partnership	with	other	churches)?

Will	St	James	and	St	Anne’s	combine	into	a	single

parish?	

Will	the	partnership	with	Salmon	Youth	Centre

once	again	flourish;	and	will	the	community	of

resident	volunteers	based	there	once	again

become	a	place	for	helping	people	prepare	for

mission	and	ministry,	especially	in	the	Church	of

England?

Concluding	thoughts	by	Canon	Gary	Jenkins

The	founding	fathers	of	St	James	in	the	1820s

would	be	astonished	to	see	the	little	riverside

village	they	knew	as	Bermondsey	now	part	of	a

bustling	mult-racial	metropolis	of	8.7	million

souls.

In	the	ensuing	years	factories	have	come	and

gone,	people	have	arrived	in	Bermondsey	and

others	have	departed	for	the	suburbs.	Today	the

very	rich	and	the	very	poor	live	cheek	by	jowl.

Our	congregations	include	people	from	all	over

the	world.

Looking	back	over	this	history	of	St	James,

church	life	has	ebbed	and	flowed.	There	have

been	times	of	revival	and	flourishing	and	hard

times	of	decline	and	conflict	during	which	it

seemed	as	if	the	very	existence	of	the	church	was

in	peril,	yet	the	Church	lives	by	faith	in	its	risen

Lord	Jesus	Christ	and	he	said	'I	will	build	my

church	and	the	gates	of	hell	shall	not	prevail
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against	it.'

Accordingly,	as	we	look	back	over	this	history,

we	are	thankful	for	all	have	lived	and	served

here	in	the	parish	of	St	James	Bermondsey	and

we	are	conscious	of	the	loving	sovereign

purposes	of	the	Lord	of	the	church	being

worked	out	as	he	has	built	his	church	in	this

place,	calling	men,	and	women,	boys	and	girls

to	himself.

St	James	approaches	its	third	century	in	good

heart.	The	external	fabric	of	the	building	is	in

good	order	and	with	its	restored	scriptural

panels,	the	very	building	proclaims	the	word	of

its	Lord.	First	of	all,	testifying	to	who	he	is	-	the

Way,	the	Truth,	and	the	Life	-	and,	secondly

holding	out	his	invitation	to	all	who	will	come

to	him:	'Come	to	me	and	I	will	give	you	rest.'

Whatever	the	future	may	hold	for	St	James	we

pray	that	in	word	and	deed	it	will	for	ever

proclaim	the	risen	reigning	Lord	Jesus	and	his

gracious	invitation	to	all,	to	come	to	him	by

faith.

Obituary	of	HENRY	EDWARD	‘TED’

ROBERTS	–	1928	to	2015	

		

Ted	was	born	in	south-east	London	in	November

1928,	the	younger	brother	to	his	sister,	Pat.	Their

mother	was	a	Roman	Catholic	from

Middlesbrough.	Their	father	was	a	proud	cockney

of	Jewish	heritage,	who	operated	street	betting

schemes	on	the	edge	of	legality	and	spent	most	of

the	1930s	out	of	work.	They	lived	on	the	borders

of	Peckham	and	Nunhead	where	their	grandfather

ran	a	succession	of	pubs,	including	The	Nun’s

Head	and	one	in	Bird	in	the	Bush	Road.		The

household	was	very	poor,	but	their	parents

wanted	Pat	and	Ted	‘to	do	better’.	Ted	attended

primary	School	in	Peckham	but	did	not	enjoy	it,

partly	because	of	the	poverty	and	partly	because

the	standards	instilled	by	his	mother	did	not	seem

to	gel	with	the	surrounding	culture.	

		

The	war	years	were	spent	as	a	child	evacuee	in

various	parts	of	the	country	(Devon,	Sussex	and

south	Wales)	living	with	a	range	of	families,	who

displayed	differing	levels	of	kindness	and

hospitality.	He	passed	the	11plus	and	thus

enrolled	with	Brockley	County	School,	although

it	was	evacuated	en	masse	at	various	times.

Following	an	unfortunate	choice	of	subjects	,	he

left	school	at	the	end	of	the	first	year	of	the	6th

form.	He	often	wondered	what	emotional	and

psychological	legacy	this	very	uncertain,

unsettled	and	anxious	time	left	with	him	in	later

years.	It	certainly	made	him	resilient	and	perhaps

contributed	to	his	reputation	for	charm	(as	a

survival	technique).	

		

He	entered	the	advertising	industry,	joining	the

firm,	which	was	later	to	become	Oglivy	and

Mather.	He	was	conscripted	for	National	Service

in	December	1946	and	served	in	England	with	the

Royal	Artillery.	He	clearly	enjoyed	this	time	and

was	almost	promoted	to	officer	class.	On

discharge	in	autumn	1948,	his	commanding
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officer	described	him	in	glowing	terms	...	‘a

remarkable	young	man	who,	provided	he

maintains	his	present	progress,	should	have	an

excellent	future	in	any	walk	of	life.’		He	returned

to	the	advertising	firm,	where	he	met	and	fell	in

love	with	a	young	artist,	also	on	the	staff.		Ted

and	Audrey	were	married	in	August	1951,	aged

22.	

		

In	preparing	for	their	wedding	in	church,	they

became	friends	with	the	churchwarden,	Jack

Wallace,	a	battle	scarred	infantry	captain	who	had

become	a	Christian.	Jack	challenged	them	both

that	becoming	a	Christian	was	more	than	an

assent	to	doctrine	–	it	involved	a	total

commitment	of	one’s	life	to	Christ,	with	the	result

that	one’s	whole	life	was	changed.	In	1952,	Jack

invited	them	to	attend	a	residential	weekend

where	they	both	decided	to	commit	their	lives	to

Christ.	They	both	served	as	counsellors	at	the

Billy	Graham	crusade	meetings	in	Haringey	in

1954.	

		

By	then,	Ted	had	already	felt	called	to	the

ministry	and	started	training	at	Oak	Hill,	while

Audrey	lived	alone	during	term	time	in	their

home	in	north	London.	(There	were	no	such	thing

as	married	quarters	in	College	in	those	days	and

ordinands	were	expected	to	live	a	celibate

lifestyle).	He	was	ordained	in	1956.	His	first

curacy,	which	he	did	not	enjoy,	was	in	suburban

Edgware.	Their	eldest	daughter	Jane	was	born

here.	The	second	curacy	was	in	the	mining	town

of	Bedworth,	Coventry	with	Will	Maggs.	It	was

here	that	he	formed	what	was	to	be	a	life-long

friendship	with	Snowy	&	Sybil	Davoll	and	Simon

was	born.	

		

In	December	1961,	Ted	was	appointed	Vicar	of	St

James	the	Less,	Bethnal	Green	and	St.	Mark’s

Church,	Victoria	Park,	a	position	he	was	to	hold

for	17	years.			During	this	time,	three	further

children	were	born	–	Kate,	Peter	and	Liz	(not	bad

for	a	couple	who	had	initially	been	told	that	they

couldn’t	have	any).	

		

During	the	1960s,	as	the	influence	of	John	Stott

spread	throughout	evangelical	circles,	Ted

became	increasingly	struck	by	the	reality	that	the

Church	of	England	had	rarely	become	established

amongst	working	class	communities	of	England’s

cities	and	Urban	Priority	Areas	and	by	the

conviction	that	evangelicals	needed	to	rediscover

what	Jesus	meant	when	He	said	that	‘the	Kingdom

of	God	has	come	near’	(Mark	1:15)	and	He	had

come	to	bring	‘Good	News	to	the	poor’.	(Luke

4:18).	They	joined	a	group	of	clergy	couples	led

by	David	&	Grace	Sheppard	at	the	Mayflower

Centre	in	Canning	Town,	which	also	included

John	and	Angela	Pearce	and	Mike	&	Veronica

Whinney.	Ted	and	David	were	also	strongly

influenced	by	a	Baptist	layman	called	Roger

Dowley,	who	lived	in	Bow	(and	subsequently

Walworth)	and	the	founders	of	the	Frontier	Youth

Trust	(FYT),	amongst	others.		

		

From	these	prayers,	studies	and	discussions	came
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a	number	of	initiatives	including	the	Evangelical

Coalition	for	Urban	Mission	(ECUM)	and	the

Evangelical	Urban	Training	Project	(now

UNLOCK).	Much	of	the	fruit	of	this	is	to	be

found	in	the	Faith	in	the	City	report	of	1985.	

		

In	addition,	Ted	forged	two	projects	in	Bethnal

Green,	both	of	which	have	stood	the	test	of	time.

The	first	involved	the	demolition	and	re-

development	of	the	church	plant	at	St.	Mark’s

Victoria	Park	to	provide	a	new	church	building

and	hall,	plus	32	flats	of	rented	housing,	owned

and	managed	by	Victoria	Park	Housing

Association,	all	as	described	in	his	short	book

Housing	&	Ministry.		It	is	noteworthy	that	there	is

once	again	renewed	interest	in	the	partnership

between	churches	and	housing	associations	to

provide	the	‘win/win’	of	new	church	buildings

and	social	housing	‘for	the	benefit	of	the

community’	(‘Our	Common	Heritage’	published

by	Housing	Justice	and	CTC	in	June	2015).	

		

The	second	project	was	the	selection,	training,

ordination	and	placement	of	local,	working	men

all	in	the	context	of	the	two	parishes	–	the	so-

called	‘Docker	Priests’,	although,	in	fact,	only	one

of	them	was	a	docker	by	trade.	In	this	project	Ted

was	greatly	supported	by	the	visionary	leadership

of	Bishops	David	Sheppard	(of	Woolwich)	and

Trevor	Huddleston	(of	Stepney).	Ted	wrote	about

this	project	in	his	book	‘Partners	and	Ministers’.

These	men	were	but	four	of	the	17	curates	Ted

was	responsible	for	in	his	career,	including	the

first	married	couple	to	be	ordained	deacon

together	on	the	same	day	(Anita	and	Colin

Smith).	

		

Having	served	as	Area	Dean,	Ted	left	Bethnal

Green	in	1978	to	be	a	Residentiary	Canon	at

Bradford	Cathedral,	where	he	was	also	served	as

Director	of	Social	Responsibility	for	the	Diocese.

This	was	a	short	and	unfortunately	unhappy	spell.

He	left	after	just	4	years,	spending	time	as	Acting

Warden	of	Scargill	House,	before	returning	to

London	as	Vicar	of	St	James	and	St	Anne

Bermondsey,	where	he	was	reunited	with	Snowy

&	Sybil	Davoll.	There	he	began	a	long-term

programme	of	refurbishment	and	re-ordering	of	St

James	Church,	which	continues	to	this	day	and,

much	more	excitingly,	a	second	attempt	to	launch

an	Ordained	Local	Ministry	Scheme,	following

on	from	the	clear	recommendations	in	Faith	in	the

City.	This	time	he	was	supported	by	Bishops

Ronnie	Bowlby	and	Peter	Hall	and	also	by	Peter

Maurice	of	Rotherhithe,	subsequently	Bishop	of

Taunton.	The	strategy	adopted	was	to	undertake	a

pioneer	scheme	in	Bermondsey,	culminating	in	an

unprecedented	ordination	service	in	St	James

Church	on	11th	December	1988,	with	Snowy	as

one	of	the	candidates.	10	years	later,	Bill	Garlick,

a	painter	and	decorator	and	Stan	Catton,	a	London

Transport	bus	mechanic,	were	ordained	as	OLMs,

licensed	to	St	James.	

		

Ted	Roberts	was	an	exceptional	and	warm	human

being	and	a	faithful	and	inspirational	minister	of

the	Good	News	of	Jesus	Christ,	who	lived	out	that

life-changing	commitment	to	Christ	in	deprived

urban/inner	city	areas	for	the	whole	of	his	life,

despite	many	set-backs.	He	did	much	to	build	up

and	motivate	the	members	of	the	churches

entrusted	to	his	care	and	others	with	whom	he

engaged.	He	was	charming	and	witty,	yet

possessed	of	clear	vision,	analytical	thinking	and

steely	determination	to	tackle	some	big	issues	that

many	others	have	considered	and	drawn	back

from.	

		

Adrian	Greenwood



	43	

Obituary	of	SNOWY	(IVAN	JOHN)	DAVOLL

1933-2014	

		

Snowy,	so	called	because	of	his	very	white	hair	as

a	child,	was	born	in	Nuneaton	in	1933,	the

younger	of	2	brothers.	Leaving	school	at	15,	he

became	a	painter	and	decorator	and	served	2	years

of	National	Service	in	the	Royal	Navy.	At	the	age

of	19,	he	married	his	childhood	sweetheart,	Sybil,

and	they	had	2	sons,	Andrew	and	David.

Converted	through	a	Billy	Graham	crusade,

Snowy	trained	as	a	Lay	Reader	in	the	parish	of

Bedworth,	where	he	had	a	special	role	in	youth

work.	This	lead	him	to	train	as	one	of	the	first

ever	professional	youth	workers	and	he	came	to

Bermondsey	in	1967	to	be	the	Senior	Youth

Worker	at	Cambridge	University	Mission	(now

the	Salmon	Youth	Centre)	where	he	lived	on	the

premises.	

		

During	his	16	years	as	a	youth	worker,	he	was

known	for	his	boundless	strength	and	energy,	his

zest	for	life,	his	great	love	for	the	young	people

and	his	down	to	earth,	practical	faith	in	the	living

God.		During	that	time,	he	influenced	hundreds,	if

not	thousands,	of	lives.		There	are	many	in

Bermondsey,	and	many	who	have	left	the	area,

who	will	testify	to	all	this.	Through	the	scheme	of

resident	volunteers,	he	also	became	an	inspiration

to	many	who	entered	full	time	Christian	ministry,

including	the	present	Bishop	of	Bath	&	Wells,

Recognising	that	young	people	are	raised	in

families,	he	moved	from	CUM	in	1983	to	found

his	own	charity,	Bermondsey	Open	Door,	in	order

to	work	with	the	families	of	those	he	had	worked

with	as	a	youth	worker	in	the	wider	community.

During	this	time,	he	and	Sybil	‘lived	by	faith’	not

receiving	a	regular	salary.	At	the	instigation	of

Ted	Roberts,	Vicar	of	St	James	and	St	Anne’s,

they	occupied	the	former	St	James	Vicarage	in

Thurland	Road	as	the	base	for	their	work.	(Sybil

and	Snowy	had	first	met	Ted	in	Bedworth).

Snowy	did	a	bit	of	painting	and	decorating	to	help

pay	the	bills.	

		

Recognising	that	Church	culture	is	alien	to	many

working	class	people,	in	1988	Snowy	was

ordained	as	a	Church	of	England	minister	by

Bishop	Peter	Hall	in	a	memorable	ordination

service	at	St	James,	where	he	had	been	attending

since	his	arrival	in	Bermondsey.	This	was	the	first

ordination	in	a	pioneering	new	scheme	to	recruit

ministers	from	non-traditional	backgrounds,	train

them	‘on	the	job’	and	licence	them	to	serve	in	the

area	they	knew	best	amongst	the	people	they

knew	best	–	reaching	people	that	‘professional’

clergy	did	not.	Two	other	local	working	men	from

St	James	followed	in	his	footsteps.	

		

Ordination	introduced	Snowy	to	a	much	wider

range	of	people	and	he	was	much	in	demand	for

baptisms,	weddings	and	funerals.	In	1993,	he

became	Associate	Minister	at	St	Anne’s	and

received	a	clergy	stipend	for	5	years,	just	long

enough	to	qualify	him	for	a	pension	from	the

Church	Commissioners.	This	in	turn	enabled	him

to	move	to	a	Church	Commissioners’	property	in

Rotherhithe,	where	he	ministered	at	Holy	Trinity

for	a	further	5	years,	before	moving	to	full

retirement	in	Credenhill	just	outside	Hereford.

There	he	served	the	village	and	the	parish	until
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his	sudden	and	unexpected	death	on	22nd	March

2014.	

		

Throughout	his	adult	life,	he	was	supported	by	his

loyal,	loving	and	equally	self-giving	wife	of	61

years,	Sybil,	and	also	by	a	special	group	of

sponsors	during	his	ordination	training	and

ministry.	He	was	a	man	of	immense	human

strength	and	energy,	who	lived	life	simply	and	to

the	full.	Snowy	was	a	modern	day	Nehemiah,

combining	practical	hard	work	in	the	service	of

others	with	a	deep	faith	and	knowledge	of	the

Scriptures.	He	was	an	inspirational	leader	who

has	sowed	the	seed	for	much	fruit	in	God’s

Kingdom;	demonstrating	that	true	fulfilment	is

found	in	denying	self,	taking	up	the	cross	of

Christ	and	following	Him	in	service	of	God	and

neighbour.	

		

	Adrian	Greenwood

________________________________________
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