Ideas for Foundation Subject learning in St James Church

Key Stage 2 – Years 3 and 4

History

1)Use evidence in the church building to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past: memorial plaques, numerals, photos. Talk about differences from today. Understand the concept of change over time.

2)Draw a time line and record dates for some of the features you see around the building: Boer War memorial, font, Mr ---‘s memorial, lectern.

3)Look at an old photo of the inside of the building. What has changed and what has stayed the same? Why do you think these changes have been made?

4)Go down into the crypt. Talk about why people went there during WW2 and look at photos of people using it as a bomb shelter. Describe the experiences of men, women and children. Show factual knowledge of aspects of the history of Britain.

5)Talk about similarities and differences between clothing then and now, 

using appropriate historical vocabulary; eg dates, time, change.

Geography

1) Use a range of measuring equipment to draw a plan of the building.

2) Use a compass to mark the eight points on the plan.

3) There is one missing ceiling rose. Draw a grid of the ceiling pattern to show the position of the missing rose. 

4) Look at old photos of the play area and describe how the locality of the school has changed over time.

Science

1)Which organ pipe do you think makes the highest sound – the widest one or the narrowest one? Use the wind chimes/handbells to check your reply. Can you explain why. 

2) Use the percussion instruments in the box at the front of the building to help recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the source increases. 

3) Look at the stone on the outside of the building (and samples of stone from the tower). Why do you think it has broken? (differential weathering, rusting of metal pins holding it in place).

4)In the churchyard, group, identify and name 10 different living things.

Art

1)Choose a feature of the building and sketch it, using shading to show light and shadow.

2)Comment on the painting of the Ascension/ the painting of Noah’s Ark in the crèche using visual language.

Literacy

1)Choose a name from one of the memorials. Imagine you are that person and write a few short sentences about their life, start my name is .. and I was born in ….. 

2) Write about what you like/dislike about the building.

